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This book is about the construction of a landscape. The landscape in
question is the intensive agricultural terraced landscape of Konso in south-
west Ethiopia. The book focuses on the role of culture in the construction
of the landscape, and explores the significance for development of the
landscape itself, and the social and cultural institutions that construct and
maintain it. Through this study of one landscape and one people it is
hoped that the processes and connections between different aspects of
people’s lives and their environments will be better understood,
contributing to understandings of landscape production in general, and
generating insights that will be of relevance to initiatives concerned with
environmental conservation and the tackling of poverty. 

Konso lends itself to this study. It is an excellent example of an
indigenous and intensive agricultural landscape that has been maintained
for at least four hundred years, despite what can only have been enormous
social changes. The Konso hills rise to a height of 2000m out of the dry
Rift Valley plains, and the rugged hillsides are scored with dry stone-
walled bench terraces constructed meticulously by hand. Each terrace is
divided into square-ridged basins and covered in a riot of crops such as
sorghum, maize, millet, qat (the narcotic), cotton, coffee, beans, and sweet
potatoes. Trees are also grown on the terraces. There are other hilly areas
in the region: some are terraced or have other soil and water conservation
structures, but none is worked as intensively as Konso (Amborn, 1989).
Moreover, the terraced landscape of Konso is indigenous and predates
historical memory: it has been produced by the people themselves and has
been cultivated continuously, sustaining lives, for a long time. 

Terraced landscapes in Sub-Saharan Africa are more common than
might be expected, given the stereotypical image of the African landscape
as wide plains and scrub bush. Yet there are few detailed studies of African
terraced landscapes, and those that exist are mostly of terraces of relatively
recent provenance. These terraced landscapes have been produced, to
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greater or lesser levels of success, from colonial or postcolonial develop-
ment policies (Tiffen et al. 1994; Yeraswork 2000; MacKenzie 1998;
Carswell 2007). Indigenous terraced landscapes have been much less
studied, and in some cases little is known about them. Grove and Sutton’s
(1989) list of examples is not exhaustive, but it includes twenty-three cases
in West Africa; at least two in Sudan (Darfur and Kordofan); terracing in
Konso and around Harar in Ethiopia; the Pare Hills and Engaruka in the
Rift Valley; terracing in Rwanda, Burundi and the Kigezi area of Uganda;
Ukara island in Lake Victoria; and Nyanga in Zimbawe. The terraces of
Nyanga in Zimbabwe (Soper, 1996) and of Engaruka in Tanzania (Grove
and Sutton, 1989) have been studied, but these have been abandoned and
the studies are archaeological. Grove and Sutton conclude that hitherto
research into indigenous terraced landscapes represents ‘gross and
misconceived offerings’ (1989: 118), and that analysis has been
‘mishandled at both practical and conceptual levels’ (1989: 117). It seems
that the striking aesthetic of terraced landscapes has hindered research
endeavours: when rugged hillsides are transformed by contour bench
terraces, it is as if a set of horizontal grid lines has been laid over the
uneven land. The neatness is attractive and has often led researchers to
interpret the terraced landscapes as physical manifestations of culture
triumphing over nature, ordering it and pulling it into line, ‘stamping the
imprint of man (sic) on the earth’ (Spencer and Hale, 1961: 1-2). The
examinations of indigenous terraced landscapes have tended to display a
degree of romanticism, an ‘antiquarian and sentimental bent’ (Grove and
Sutton, 1989: 115), or have treated terraced landscapes as mere ‘curiosity’
(Netting, 1968: 4).

Most existing studies of terracing have focused almost exclusively on
the material and climatological processes involving water, soil and
climate. What is missing from these accounts is an understanding of the
way forms of social and cultural organization work with the water, soil
and climate, to produce the landscape and transform it (Parsons, 1987).
Terrace construction requires huge amounts of labour to be mobilized for
shifting soil and stone (Netting, 1968), and terraces require constant
maintenance, as they are often damaged by rain (Guillet, 1987). The
terraces may be accompanied by improvised irrigation canals, harvesting
rainwater and channelling it to the crops, which require management and
cooperation between field neighbours. They are usually cultivated
permanently, and require frequent manuring to maintain the fertility of
the soil. Terracing therefore demands ‘constant and intricate attention’
(Grove and Sutton, 1989: 114). 

There is a gap, therefore, in understanding terraced landscapes in
Africa, especially indigenous terraced landscapes, together with the role
they play in livelihoods, and the ways in which they are produced and
reproduced. Through a study of Konso, this book aims to go some way
towards filling this gap. In doing so, it illuminates a form of landscape
which has particular significance for development. Terraced landscapes
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are forms of intensive agriculture, which means that, because of the way
the land is worked, they produce more than the land might do otherwise,
and they conserve soil and water. By dividing a hillside into horizontal
strips the area of cultivable land is not increased but the available resources
may be used more carefully and sustainably, thus allowing permanent
cultivation. The terraces prevent soil being swept down hillsides; the flat
surfaces enable rainwater to infiltrate into the soil; the stone walls create
micro-climates of shade and warmth reflected from the stone walls,
preventing frosts (Donkin, 1979; Denevan, 2001).  Blaikie and Brookfield
(1987) use the words ‘landesque capital’ to describe structures such as this,
as they are forms of investment in the land itself; the land becomes more
valuable as its capability is improved or maintained, allowing the
production of food and resisting degradation over time. 

The value for development of such intensive agricultural systems and
forms of landesque capital is clear. Surrounded by plains of less intensive
agriculture, terraced landscapes have been viewed as ‘islands of sustain-
ability’ or ‘islands of hope’ (Bebbington, 1997: 189, 191). Today there are
serious concerns about food security and environmental degradation in
Africa and globally. Land in Africa used to be considered abundant, but
this is no longer the case. More and more, there are accounts of pressures
on land and increasing numbers of landless people. Historically,
understandings of change in people–environment relations have been
dominated by ideas that have been characterized as ‘Malthusian’, which
posit that population growth will lead inevitably to the over-exploitation of
resources, environmental degradation, destitution and crisis. Over the past
two decades many scholars have accepted the arguments put forward by
Leach and Mearns (1996), and by others, that showed that Malthusian
arguments were often applied erroneously to African environments.
Frequently no environmental degradation has accompanied population
growth; the Malthusian arguments persisted because they served certain
powerful interests (ibid). However, in the current climate (meteorological,
economic and political), very real pressures on lives and environments
have become evident, and Malthusian arguments seem to be in
ascendance again (Diamond, 2005). In this context, investigations of land-
scapes of intensive agriculture like that of Konso are of particular value
because they show that the outcome predicted by Malthusian theories is
not inevitable. It is possible for people to follow the contrary scenario set
out by Boserup (1965), that increased populations can lead to land
improvements, investments in environments, and increased or sustained
food production. The scenarios set out by the Malthusian model suggest
that carrying capacity (the number of people that can be supported by
given natural resources) is fixed. The Konso case, together with other
work on terracing by Tiffen et al. (1994) and Carswell (2007), shows that
carrying capacity depends on how those resources are used and by whom.
Intensification through terracing is not only possible and valuable, but in
today’s world it may be imperative. The questions then become, how can
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intensification be produced and sustained? Does it have a cost, and if so,
for whom? What are its limits? These are the questions that are explored
further through the analysis of Konso. 

While terraced landscapes in general have significance for develop-
ment, landscapes such as Konso have further value because of their
indigeneity. Indigenous terraced landscapes are produced out of the
application of indigenous technological or environmental knowledge.1

Until the 1970s and 1980s, these forms of knowledge were frequently
denigrated as inefficient, unscientific, chaotic, undisciplined, and, often,
harmful to the environment. Development was equated with a particular
brand of modernization in which ‘Western’ scientists and ‘educated’
administrators were seen as having the ‘modern’ knowledge, technology,
forethought and sensibility to manage the environment and to arrest any
advancing degradation. Such modern development projects often failed,
however, and frequently resulted in environmental damage. At the same
time, research showed that indigenous knowledge often provides
ingenious solutions to difficult problems and is the product of generations
of experimentation and experience in particular environments (Richards,
1985; Fairhead, 1992; de Boef et al. 1993; and Reij et al. 1996). The
practices that result from the application of indigenous knowledge can be
much more effective and efficient than previously thought; they make
inventive use of available and renewable resources, making them
environmentally sustainable. Soil conservation or irrigation structures, for
example, made from local resources are easier to replace than those
manufactured industrially. The techniques are also often risk averse: they
focus on sustaining livelihoods and environments over time, instead of
concentrating on producing surplus. 

The ‘discovery’ of the value of indigenous knowledge and environ-
mental practices led researchers and development organizations to try to
learn from and to support indigenous knowledge. In an approach
sometimes characterized as ‘small is beautiful’2, development practitioners
and activists have stressed that sustainable solutions to world environment
and development problems may be found in these practices. As a
consequence, attempts are being made to transfer indigenous knowledge
and techniques from one situation to another: 

It is quite apparent that indigenous innovations, which are found to be
effective in one part of the globe, can be equally effective when made
available to populations in similar ecological conditions in other parts of
the world.  The documentation of the vast amount of unrecorded, often
rapidly disappearing indigenous knowledge could provide the basis for
many effective development interventions, if this knowledge could be
shared (Warren, Slikkerveer and Brokensha, 1995: xvii).

The present study follows this direction: much can be learnt of value for
development from Konso where local people combine multiple soil and
water conservation techniques to maintain soil fertility and raise food
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crops. But the Konso case underlines the point that attention must also be
paid to the social and cultural dimensions of indigenous knowledge.
Indigenous knowledge, like all knowledge, is a product of the culture and
society in which it is generated and performed. Knowledge is created,
passed on, modified, organized and enacted in a particular social and
cultural context. Technical know-how and access to technology mean
nothing if the capacity to implement that knowledge, to maintain a set of
practices and technologies, or to distribute the benefits, is absent.
Extracting and transferring indigenous knowledge from one context to
another will only be possible if the organizational capacity required to
implement that knowledge successfully is present (even if the ecological
conditions are similar). The point may seem obvious, but in the field of
environmental management, the focus has often been on technique at the
expense of the social and cultural dimensions that make that technique
possible. An additional and related point is that, as knowledge is performed
by people who are organized in particular patterns and through particular
ways of managing access to and use of resources, the practice of indigenous
knowledge is also political. Consideration of the power relations involved
in the practice of indigenous knowledge is necessary if development
organizations are to have any chance of achieving their aims of helping
the poorest and most marginalized. The study of Konso is designed to
illustrate how these social and cultural dimensions of knowledge and
landscape production can be understood, and to explore their practical
and political significance for environmental management and develop-
ment. In the following sections of this introduction, I demonstrate that,
although the importance of the social, cultural and political dimensions of
environmental management has been understood before, the approaches
to those dimensions have been limited. I argue for a more nuanced and
ethnographic approach that centralizes culture, power and change over
time in the analysis. 

Institutional approaches to environmental
management and development

In the language of development literature, the social and cultural dimen-
sions of environmental management are usually referred to as institutions.
Their practical significance is illustrated beyond doubt with reference to
the example of irrigation. In Africa, hopes and investment have been
placed in irrigation development as it has been seen as a way to transform
environments and livelihoods for the better.3 In the main, irrigation
developments have underperformed seriously, however, and escalating
costs, environment and technical difficulties have been only part of the
explanation. According to Adams (1992), problems have often arisen
because there has been inadequate consideration of the institutional
dimensions of irrigation management. For an irrigation system to succeed,

5

Konso Landscape, Culture & Development

Watson 1 prelims-01 6.0  8/5/09  11:26  Page 5



Index

235

aatta 86, 109, 158

aba gada 108

Adams, W.M. 5, 6

Agarwal, A. 8

agriculture 2-4, 11-15, 17-19, 25-146 passim,

39, 187-91 passim, 215, 217, 219, 222-3;

collective 184; intensive 3-4, 15, 41-51,

66-9, 72, 78, 112-15, 123, 143, 190,

196, 219, 220, 223

Aija 131, 132, 180

Algeria 118

Amanor, K.S. 82

Amhara 199, 200

Amborn, H. 1, 14, 25, 28, 34, 35, 70-2

passim, 80-1, 98, 152, 214

Anderson, B. 16

Anderson, D. 43

anthropology 11, 18, 82, 105, 112, 124

apa para 121-3 passim

apa timba 121-3 passim, 137, 177, 180, 196,

207, 211

Appadurai, A. 54

Arba Minch 74, 178, 179, 215

archaeology 112

Aren, G. 155

authorities, customary/indigenous 7, 127-9

see also individual entries

ayana 162-7 passim, 224

Azania 19

Baddingaldo 166

Bahru Zewde 125, 126, 150, 151

balabbats 127-32 passim, 175, 178, 180, 212

Bamalle 84, 86, 98, 114, 130, 155, 178

Barnes, T.J. 13, 137

basins 1, 35, 36, 185

Bassett, T.J. 69, 72

Bawtree, V. 201

Baxter, P.T.W. 8

Bayart, J.-F.113

beans 1, 39, 63

Bebbington, A. 3

beehives/keeping 51, 55

Behrend, H. 164, 165

Benko, G. 194, 195

Berman, M. 195

Berry, S. 12, 14, 59, 72, 190-1

big-men 112-13

Black, P. 63, 134

Blaikie, P. 3, 41, 42, 132

Blakely, T.D. 108, 189

Bledsoe, C.H. 87

blessings 97, 107, 118, 122, 128, 186, 189

Boddy, J. 165

Boran/Borana 25, 28, 30, 45, 92, 106, 108,

151, 165

Boserup, E. 3, 44

Bourdieu, P. 15-16, 18, 54, 106, 107, 113,

117-19 passim, 135, 137, 148, 193-5

passim

‘breastfeeding’ 104-7, 112-18 passim, 120,

133, 137, 182, 185-7 passim

brewing 55, 56, 63

Brogger, J. 165, 167

Brokensha, D. 4

Brookfield, H. 3, 41, 42, 132

Watson 4 Ch8-end 6.0  8/5/09  11:29  Page 235



brothers 47, 49, 50, 94, 102, 138-40 passim,

143

Bruce, J.W. 49, 50, 69

Brumfiel, E.M. 12-14 passim

burial statues see wakas

Burundi 2

Busk, Douglas 31

Buso 13, 21-3, 21, 28, 122, 131, 152-3,

163-4, 169, 177, 180, 183, 184, 205,

207, 211, 219

Cameroon, Duala 164

capital 119-20, 135, 143, 191; economic

119, 122, 123, 134, 147; human 118-20

passim; landesque 14, 15, 41-2, 49, 69,

71, 73, 78, 80, 109, 111, 114, 132, 217,

219, 222; social 6-7, 59, 78, 119, 120,

147, 215, 219, 223; symbolic 117-23

passim, 134, 135, 143, 147, 218

carrying capacity 3, 42, 220

Carswell, G. 2, 3

centralization, political 113-14, 123, 143,

198

Chabal, P. 17, 113, 196-8 passim

chagga 22, 23, 55, 56, 61-5 passim, 69, 96-7,

99, 182, 211, 219

Chasseguet-Smirgel, J. 105-6

Chayanov, A.V. 47, 58, 67, 68

chiefs 101-3, 112-14 passim, 128, 129

children 55, 58, 63, 101, 126

Christianity 16, 147, 149, 154-61, 166-71

see also Protestantism

clans 23, 59, 60, 62-3, 67, 81, 99, 180

Clapham, C. 113, 125, 173-6 passim, 179,

181, 196-8 passim, 201

class factors 112, 124-5, 129-36 passim

Cleaver, F. 7, 8

Clifford. J. 18

coffee 1, 40

colonialism 2, 147; neo 7; post- 2, 113

colonization 125-36, 151-4  passim

Colson, E. 125

Comaroff, J. and J. 159, 160, 164, 165

committees 177, 184

common pool resources 6

competition 114, 120, 123, 143, 197, 198,

206

conflict 14, 44, 45, 52, 98-9, 180, 191;

resolution 7, 98-9, 180

conservation 1, 3, 4, 7, 19, 34, 40, 41, 43,

52, 71, 82, 99, 107, 143, 222, 223

conscription 184-5

Constitution 197, 200, 201

conversion 155-61, 166, 168, 170, 171,

187, 189, 215

corruption 205

cotton 1, 40

craftspeople/artisans 48-9, 139, 140, 214

credit 64, 118; groups 66

Crewe, E. 68-9, 108

culture, indigenous 1, 5, 10-19 passim, 54,

82, 85, 86, 98, 107, 108, 112, 147, 161,

162, 167, 168, 170, 177-80 passim, 194,

196, 199, 200, 203, 206-7, 212-14

passim,217, 218, 224

Curle, Sandy 31

Daloz, J.-P. 17, 113, 196-8 passim

Darragon, L. 30

de Boef, W. 4

decentralization 17, 125, 197, 199-204

degradation, environmental 3, 4, 42-4

passim, 191, 220-2 passim

Delaney, C. 82, 105. 107

democracy 200, 201, 204, 206

Denevan, W.M. 3

dependency ratio 67-8

Derg government 16-17, 49-50, 80, 111,

149, 168, 173-93, 195-9  passim, 206,

207, 211, 212, 218

desertification 42

de Soto, H. 69

Dessalegn Rahmato 50, 173, 181

development 3-11 passim, 18, 80, 111, 112,

144, 160, 175, 213, 217, 219-24;

organizations 6-8 passim, 108, 111, 124,

144, 213-14, 219-24 passim

devil worship 166, 167, 186, 193, 206, 207

Diamond, J.M. 3

Dirashe 25

discourses 12-13, 15-17, 107, 148, 188-91,

193, 196, 218

disease 18, 34, 44, 45, 52, 63

dispute resolution 81, 98-9, 121, 207

diversity 195-6

divorcees 94

Dokato 87, 114, 130, 151, 214

Donaldson Smith, A. 30

Donham, D.L. 16, 58, 63, 68, 96, 101-3,

113, 114, 124-8, 130-2 passim, 135, 149-

Index

236

Watson 4 Ch8-end 6.0  8/5/09  11:29  Page 236



50, 153, 155, 156, 159-60, 173, 174,

196

Donkin, R.A. 3, 46

Dorze 92, 137

Douglas, M. 8

drainage 41

Dreyfus, H.L. 124

drought 44, 45, 51

Dumont, L. 124

Duncan, J. 13, 137

Duncan, J.S. and N.G. 10

Durkheim, E. 82

Eagleton, T. 195

Earle, T.K. 112-14 passim

education 149, 153, 155, 156, 159, 160,

167, 168, 187 see also schools

EECM see Mekana Jesus

Ehret, C. 28

Eide, O.M. 155, 204

elders 99, 106, 133

elections 61, 196, 200

Eliade, M. 80, 82

Eliot, George vi, 148

Eliot, T.S. 81, 223-4

elites 112-14 passim, 124-5, 128, 129, 137,

143, 144

Empire, Ethiopian 16, 112, 125-36, 149-56

passim, 174, 198, 213

employment 187, 203

Enlightenment 150

environment 3, 45-6, 108, 109, 213, 218,

224; management 5-11 passim, 108,

109, 111, 219, 223, 224

EPRDF government 196-7, 201, 218

equality 200

Eritrea 184; EPLF 196

erosion, soil 3, 34, 35, 42, 43, 85, 219-21

passim

Escobar, A. 201

Estiphanos Berishia 99, 156-60 passim, 166,

167

ethnic groups/ethnicity 20-1, 197-202

passim

exhumation, of poqallas 208-9

fadeta 63-4, 67, 69, 70, 77, 78, 182

Fairhead, J. 221

family planning 220

famine 51

farayta 157, 167, 177, 218

Fargher, B.L. 155, 156

Farm Africa 220, 221

Fasha 25, 85, 92, 106, 122, 151, 152, 157,

178, 208

FDRE 197, 199, 200

feasting/festivals 65, 119, 187 

federalization, ethnic 20-1

fences 55, 58

Ferguson, J. 13, 149, 188, 195, 221

Fernandez, J.W. 136

fertility 14-16 passim, 41, 81, 82, 101-7

passim, 128, 135, 137, 138, 217, 224

Fine, B. 119

firstness 84-6 passim, 120, 138, 140

food 3, 4, 114; aid 220; distributions 61,

221; relief 117; shortages 18, 43, 45,

50-1, 220, 221; for work 61

Fortes, M. 124

Fortmann, L. 84, 87, 207

Foucault, M. 9, 18, 124

Frazer, Sir James 81

Freeman, D. 48

freedoms 204

Friedman, J. 112-13

friends 63-4, 67

Fullerton Joireman, S. 197

gabbars 126-9 passim, 151-2

Gabra 106

Gazergiyo 220, 221, 222

Geertz, C. 82

gender factors 50, 55, 58, 101-6 passim,

140-3

generation grades/sets 72, 122, 157, 177

Geschiere, P. 164, 165

Gichuki, F. 44

Giddens, A. 9

gifts 94-5, 103, 106-7, 118, 119, 128

Gledhill, J. 105, 119, 137

Godelier, M. 125, 135

Goheen, M. 81

Gommaide 51-2

Grove, A.T. 2, 31

growth, economic 6, 201

Guillet, D. 2

Guji 25, 28, 45

gults 126, 127

Gummayde 52, 74, 133

Guufa 85, 93, 178-9, 185, 221

237

Index

Watson 4 Ch8-end 6.0  8/5/09  11:29  Page 237



Habta Giyorgis 151

Haile Selassie, Emperor 129, 130, 153, 155,

174, 213

Hajer, M. 9, 193

Hakansson, T. 41, 112, 115

Hale, G.A. 2

Hallpike, C.R. 14, 21, 22, 25, 28, 31, 48,

59, 62, 65, 70, 72, 81, 84, 86, 89, 96,

98, 101, 104, 117, 131-2, 138, 157

Hannerz, U. 11, 19

Harar 2

Hardin, G. 6

Hardy, Thomas vi, 148

Harriss, J. 6

Harrison, E. 68-9, 108

Harvey, D. 135, 194, 195

health care 18, 153, 159, 187; centres 155,

156, 160, 205

Herbert, E.W. 105

Herdt, G. 105

heterodoxy 16-18 passim, 148, 193, 194

Hobsbawm, E. 16

households 47, 54-61, 67; labour between

59-61, 67

hunter-gatherers 112

hunting 52, 55

Icelandic Missionary Society 155

identity politics 195

ideologies 149, 174, 176, 184, 188-90 passim

Iliffe, J. 125, 147

India 124

inequality 50, 70, 72, 78, 102, 107, 111,

112, 114, 123, 125, 134-40 passim, 143,

144, 147-8, 220, 223

Ingold, T. vi, 13, 82

inheritance 47, 49, 50, 94, 95, 102, 138, 139

innovation 44

institutions 5-11 passim, 18, 46, 80;

indigenous 7, 8, 14, 17, 18, 80-147

passim, 177, 185, 193, 196, 204, 206-20

passim, 223 see also individual entries

insurance 114

intercropping 38-40 passim, 39

intermarriage 62-3

investment 3, 5, 44; foreign 200

Irmale 208-9

irrigation 2, 4-7 passim, 35, 37, 41, 67, 113,

219, 223; maintenance 5-7 passim, 67

Islam 97, 154

Italy/Italians 129, 152-3

Jacobs, M. 119

Jacobson-Widding, A. 105

James, W. 125, 150, 173

Jameson, F. 195

Jarvo 87, 151

Jensen, A.E. 31

Johnson, M. 13, 136

juridical functions, of poqalla 98-100, 180, 211

Kabylia 118

Kahana Zawde 22, 23

Kahano Kalayta 94, 104, 120, 133, 152,

162, 175-6, 180, 186

Kahano Kolobo 104, 133, 152, 162, 175-6,

180, 186

Kahn, J.S. 134

Kaitari Bamalle 130

Kaiyote Kalla 179-80

Kalla 85-7 passim, 97, 114, 130, 155, 170,

179, 182

Kalzimo Dinote 151-2

Karate 25, 104, 122, 154, 157, 187, 204,

205

Karfura 76

Katz, C. 12

kebelle 177

Kembo 126, 152-3

Kenya 45, 51

kin 23, 67, 71, 86, 119, 120, 124, 134, 140

King, Fisher 81, 223

Kingdon, A. 49

kings, ritual 101-3, 114, 128, 129

knowledge, indigenous 4-5, 8, 18, 19, 108,

112, 128

Knutsson, K. 165

Kopytoff, I. 84-7 passim

Kruger, H.-J. 40, 43

Krylow, A. 199

Kulme 28

Kureila 139

labour 12-17 passim, 20, 41, 44, 46, 47, 49,

59-78 passim, 88, 95, 101, 103, 107,

113, 114, 117-20 passim, 123, 126-8

passim, 131, 137, 143, 148, 151-2, 176,

178, 181-93 passim, 211, 217, 219, 222,

223; division of 13; extra-household 70-

2, 76, 181 see also work groups

Index

238

Watson 4 Ch8-end 6.0  8/5/09  11:29  Page 238



Lakew Regassa 48, 49

Lakoff, G. 13, 136

land 5, 12-20 passim, 42, 46, 49-50, 72-8,

87-8, 94-5, 101, 103, 107, 113, 114,

117-19, 125-36 passim, 143, 148, 175-8,

181-3, 185, 188, 190, 191, 201, 211-19

passim, 223; alienation 104; holdings 73,

76, 95, 126-7, 129, 176, 181, 188, 211,

213; law 212-13; leasing 201, 212;

redistribution 74, 181, 182; reform 50,

72, 73, 76, 173-5, 181-3, 186; tenure

46, 49-50, 73, 126-7, 132, 148, 184,

185, 190, 191, 193, 213

landlessness 3, 50, 114, 222

landlords 124-36 passim, 175, 176, 178, 182

landscape 1-3, 11-15, 51-2, 82, 108, 147,

148, 217, 222

language 199, 200, 203, 206

Leach, M. 3, 8-10 passim, 12, 221

Lehemaita 106

Lewis, H. 165

Lewis, I. 165

Li, T.M. 8

Linares, O. 49, 123

lineages 63, 88-9, 94-7 passim, 99, 102, 103,

117, 121, 124, 128, 132-4, 137-40

passim, 215, 219

livelihoods 7, 47-9, 52, 81, 101, 108, 114,

140, 214-15

loans, of land 76, 77, 88, 94-5, 103, 104,

133, 144, 176, 181-3 passim, 186, 211,

219

Longley, C.A. 54

Lonsdale, J. 197, 198

Loomis, T.M. 7

Lubsaggad Atnafsaggad 151

Luig, U. 164, 165

Maale 16, 68, 92, 96, 101-3, 114, 124-5,

128-9, 132, 133, 136, 139n28, 149-50,

153, 159

Machakos 43, 45

MacKenzie, F. 2

maleness 101-3, 105-7 passim

malnutrition 220

Malthusianism 3, 43, 220-3 passim

Mamdani, M. 125, 148

Mann, M. 123-4

manure/manuring 2, 35, 38, 42, 55, 95,

222

Markakis, J. 125-9 passim, 131, 150, 153,

154

markets 44-5, 48, 114, 149, 200-1, 214

marpara 64-6, 70, 169, 187

marriage 95, 135

Marrota 81, 90

Marx, Karl 125, 135; Marxists 134, 174,

188

Masquelier, A. 164

Mauss, M. 101, 107

McDowell, L. 135

Mearns, R. 3, 9-10, 12, 221

medicine 159-60, 167, 168

Meillassoux, C. 103, 135

Mekana Yesus church 155, 160-1, 167, 190,

204-6 passim

Meles Zenawi 196, 197

men 49, 55, 58, 63, 102, 140-3 see also

gender factors

Menelik II, Emperor 125, 150, 213

Mengistu Haile Mariam 175, 196

Messeret Lejebo 51, 73-4

metaphors 13, 136-40

Mexico 46

Meyer, B. 167

migration 49, 222

Millennium Development Goals 201

Miller, D. 149

minorities 17

missionaries 149, 155, 156, 159-60, 166,

167, 187, 205

Mitchell, D. 11

modernity 148-54, 167, 188, 193

modernization 16-17, 129, 148, 153, 155,

156, 173, 174, 193, 194; post-17, 194-6

Moore, H. 13, 100, 105-7 passim

mora 86-7, 115, 135, 136, 139

mortgaging 201, 212

Mortimore, M. 44

Murphy, W.P. 87

myths 45, 81, 84-6, 206

Nabulo 89

naming 47

nation building 199

nationality 197, 200, 203

nationalization, banks 174; land 50, 72,

174-5

Negussay Ayele 174

neighbourhood 61-2, 67, 70, 219

239

Index

Watson 4 Ch8-end 6.0  8/5/09  11:29  Page 239



Netting, R.M. 2, 11, 41-51 passim, 58, 66,

132

networks 14, 23, 58-61, 65-8 passim, 78,

119, 147, 167, 169-71 passim, 186, 187-

91 passim, 193, 214, 217-19 passim, 223;

trade 169-70, 214-15

New Guinea 105

NGOs 205, 213, 220

Nigeria, Kofyar 11

North, D.C. 6. 9

Nyerges, A. Endre 54

opposition, political 213

origins 45, 81, 84-7 passim, 120, 206, 221

Oromo 165

Orthodox Christianity/Church 97, 130,

154-61, 169-71, 170, 205, 215, 218

orthodoxy 15-18 passim, 54, 101, 148, 193,

194, 218, 224

Ortner, W. 135

Ostberg, W. 11

Ostrom, E. 6, 7, 221

Ottaway, M. and D. 173-5 passim

ownership, land 49-50, 73, 127, 188, 201

pakaana 66, 69

Pankhurst, A. 48

Pankhurst, H. 173, 181

Parka 213

parka 64-6 passim, 70, 187

parlamma 211-12

Parsons, J.R. 2

partnerships 124, 213-14, 219-20, 223

patron-client relations/patronage 94-5, 103,

106-7, 113 

Pausewang, S. 198

peacemaking 14, 212

Peasant Associations 21, 175-7 passim, 183,

184, 201, 211

Peet, R. 201

piyolada 76-7, 181, 182, 186, 211

PMAC 174

political factors 5, 8, 11, 15, 111-46, 173-92

passim, 200, 211-15, 219-20

polygyny 47

Polynesia 113

population density 42, 43, 45; growth 3,

42-4 passim, 177, 211, 218, 220-2;

pressure 44, 223

poqallas 14-17 passim, 20, 21, 63, 70-2, 74-8,

82-124 passim, 129, 131-40 passim, 143,

144, 147, 148, 156-8 passim, 161, 162,

164, 167, 168, 170, 173, 177-90 passim,

193, 194, 196, 204, 206-15, 217-19,

222-4 passim; regional 82-8, 97, 100,

102, 114, 123, 129-31 passim, 135, 136,

178-90, 208, 212-23; roles 94-101, 213,

ritual 96-8, 206, 211, 217, political 98-

101, 206, social 94-6, 211

Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper 200-1

power relations 11, 80, 84, 111-46 passim,

211-15

primogeniture 47, 49 see also firstness

privatization 201

Protestant Church 16, 23, 65, 97, 154, 155-

62, 166-71  passim, 173, 176, 177, 183,

185-90, 193-6, 204-7 passim, 218

Putnam, R. 6

qat 1, 40

qoqopata 66, 70

Rabinow, P. 124

Radcliffe, S.A.R. 7, 108

Rahnema, M. 201

rainfall 2, 3, 34, 35, 93-4, 97

Ranger, T. 16, 148

reciprocity 64, 68, 69 

‘Red Terror’ 175

regions 199-200

Reij, C. 4, 11

religion 13, 14, 16, 17, 61, 65, 81, 82, 97,

107-9 passim, 148-9, 154-71, 187-91

passim, 199, 204-6, 219

rent 128, 131

retraditionalization 196

revolution (1974) 173-92 passim; (1991) 196-

201

Richards, P. 4, 8, 13

Rift Valley 1, 2, 25

rights, customary 7, 49-50, 182, to labour

119, to land 46, 49-50, 127, 132-5

passim, 182, 184, 185, 187, 191;

inheritance 47, 49; usufructuary 50

rituals 13, 14, 17, 81, 82, 85, 96-8, 100,

103, 106-9 passim, 119, 122, 137-8, 148,

161, 167, 178, 181, 189, 207-9 passim,

211, 212, 217, 224   

Rowlands, M. 119, 124

Rwanda 2

Index

240

Watson 4 Ch8-end 6.0  8/5/09  11:29  Page 240



Sack, R. 136

Sahlins, M. 58, 67, 68, 112-14 passim

Sambia 105

Samuel 176, 181, 182

sanctuary 98, 103

Sanders, T. 100, 105, 106

sanitation 223

Sauer, C.O. 11

sawaita 177-8

Schlee, G. 87

Schofferleers, J.M. 14, 82, 100

schools 155, 156, 160, 205

Scoones, I. 9-10, 12

Scott, J.C. 124, 138, 175

secession 197

self-determination 197, 198

self-government 197, 198, 200, 201, 203

self-reliance 198

Service, E.R. 112, 115

setana 161, 162, 165-7 passim

Shako, Otto 14, 62, 63, 81, 83-4, 86, 98,

134

share-cropping 127, 176, 201, 212

Sharp, J.P. 135

Shinohara, T. 92

Shipton, P. 81

shorogota 106, 122, 123

Shola Tsomona 208

Sidamo 165, 167

‘siege hypothesis’ 44, 45

slavery 119

Slickerveer, L.J. 4

SNNPR 200, 201, 203

social factors 46-51, 54-79

socialism, scientific 149, 173-5

soil 2-4 passim, 19, 34, 40, 41, 45-6, 73, 221

see also conservation

Soja, E.W. 194

Somalia 51

Soper, R. 2

space 135-6

Spencer, J.E. 2

Sperber, D. 92-3, 137

spirits 16, 97-9, 161-70 passim, 177-8, 224

stratification, social 112-15, 123, 128, 136,

214

strikes 174

structuration 9-10

Sudan, Darfur 2; Kordofan 2; refugees 165;

SIM 159

Sutton, J.E.G. 2, 25, 31, 34, 43, 46

taboos 97-8, 100, 117, 121, 122, 135, 178,

207

Taddesse Beriso 175

Tadessa Tamrat 126

Tadesse Wolde 153-4, 179-80, 208

Tanzania 2, 105, 175; Engaruka 2, 222

taxation 45, 47, 61, 72, 74, 114, 125, 127,

129, 130, 153, 154, 176, 185

technology 5, 41, 149

teff 39, 84, 154

Tellekaiya 123

Tenayu 185

terraces/terracing 1-4, 8, 11, 31-5, 32-3,

41-6 passim, 70, 73, 113, 219, 222

Thesiger, Wilfred 156

Tiffen, M. 2, 3, 43, 44, 221

Tigray 184, 198, 200; TPLF 196-8 passim

Tilley, C. 13, 136

tithe 154

tobacco 40

trade 48, 113-14, 128, 169-70, 214-15

tribalism 197

tribute 45, 103, 114, 125-6, 128, 151, 153,

154, 178, 184    

Tsemai 28, 45

Turner, V.W. 82

Turo 28

Turton, D. 198

Uganda, Kigezi area 2

UNDP 42-3; UNEUE 220, 222

Uphoff, N. 7

values 193-4, 223

villagization 175, 177

visions 223

Wade, R. 7

wakas 115-21, 116, 132-3, 143

walls, 1, stone 3, 25, 28, 34-5, 41, 45, 69;

tomota 35, 38, 62, 76, 219, 223

war 184; civil 198; Ogaden 184

Ward, R.G. 49

Warren, M.D. 4

water 2-6 passim, 19, 34, 40, 73, 219, 223;

harvesting 35, 36, 37, 222

Watson, E.E. 7, 20, 48, 49, 108, 201, 203,

212

241

Index

Watson 4 Ch8-end 6.0  8/5/09  11:29  Page 241



Watts, M. 201

Weber, M. 16, 193

wereda 201-3, 202, 206

Weston, Jesse L. 81

Widgren, M. 41, 43, 44, 112

widows 94

witchcraft 68-9, 138-9, 161, 164

Wittfogel, K. 112

Wolde Dawit Kalla 179n7, 180

women 49, 52, 55, 56-7, 63, 65, 94, 102,

104-5, 139-44, 141, 154, 161, 177 see

also gender factors

Wood, J.C. 106

work parties 32-3, 55, 56-7, 58-73 passim, 60,

143, 161, 169, 187, 219; paid 64-6, 69

World Bank 6, 200

Xalale Xawde 21-3 passim

xallasha 91, 92-3, 104, 105, 117, 208

xawuda group 48-9, 169-70, 214

xayshuma 185

xela 121-3 passim, 177, 180

Yeraswork Admassie 2

Young, J. 197-9 passim

young people 19, 64, 67, 71, 121, 122, 161,

177, 184, 204-5

Zambia 68-9, 188, 195

Zemecha campaign 175

Zimbabwe 196; Nyanga 2, 222

Index

242

Watson 4 Ch8-end 6.0  8/5/09  11:29  Page 242



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




