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INTRODUCTION: THE RECORD OF 1204

Nicholas Vincent

In the early summer of 2004, to mark the 800th anniversary of King John’s 
loss of Normandy, a series of conferences was held, in Caen and Rouen, at 
Poitiers and Fontevraud, and at the Public Record Office in Kew.1 The Kew 
conference, in part financed by a grant from the Pipe Roll Society, itself 
then commemorating its 120th anniversary, was organized on an altogether 
less lavish scale than the great jamborees held in France. This was wholly 
appropriate, given that the French have a great deal more to celebrate than 
the English from the outcome of the events of 1204. The fact that the present 
volume is only now going to press, some years after both of the French confer-
ences, held in Normandy and in Poitou, were published, is likewise an appro-
priate reflection of English ambivalence towards the ‘Loss of Normandy’. 
There are parallels here to the way in which the momentous happenings of 
1204 were recorded by the chronicler of Dunstable Priory in Bedfordshire. In 
his entry for 1204, the Dunstable writer reported first and foremost that King 
John had granted the canons houses and a garden in Dunstable. Secondly, he 
reported the taxation of a vicarage in the church of Pulloxhill by the bishop 
of Lincoln. Thirdly, he recorded the deaths of the bishops of Winchester and 
Chichester, and of Eleanor of Aquitaine, the king’s mother. Only then, rather 
as if it were an insignificant afterthought, did he enter the fateful words ‘and 
Normandy was lost’.2

	T he ‘Loss of Normandy’ (or, from a French perspective, its ‘gain’), 
however parochial the reaction to it in England, was undoubtedly one of the 
great watersheds in Anglo-French history. In England, it fatally tarnished 
the military and political reputation of King John and set the Plantagenet 
kings on the road to harsher taxation, failed attempts to recover the duchy 
and, in the aftermath of this failure, the breakdown in relations between 
king and barons that resulted in Magna Carta (1215). King John’s road from 
Normandy to Runnymede was a straight one, albeit that it traversed the 
Channel, itself now an ‘English’ Channel or a French ‘Manche’, rather than 
a vector of communication within a united Anglo-Norman dominion. To the 
Capetian king, Philip Augustus, by contrast, and to his Capetian successors, 
the events of 1204 were apt proof of France’s recovery after the dark days of 

1	 For the proceedings of the French conferences, see Plantagenêts et Capétiens: confrontations 
et héritages, ed. M. Aurell and N.-Y. Tonnerre (Turnhout 2006); 1204: La Normandie entre Planta-
genêts et Capétiens, ed. A.-M. Héricher and V. Gazeau (Caen 2007).
2	 Annales Monastici, ed. H.R. Luard, 5 vols, RS (London 1864–9), iii (Dunstable), 28 (‘et perdita 
est Normannia’).
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late Carolingian decline and disintegration. The heirs of Rollo were defeated. 
The French monarchy was reinvigorated. What had once been a real threat 
of Plantagenet encirclement of France was now transformed into a real pros-
pect of a Capetian invasion of England. Paris was no longer a frontier city. 
The Seine became a French river from Paris to the sea, and the frontier for 
further expansion could now shift southwards to the Loire and the Clain. 
Philip’s victory at Bouvines, in July 1214, merely put the final stamp upon an 
achievement that had first been signalled at Falaise, Caen and Rouen a decade 
earlier. Bouvines itself was followed, in 1216, by a cross-Channel invasion 
led by Philip’s son, the future Louis VIII: the second invasion of England 
from France within 150 years, and to all intents and purposes the last.
	N ot surprisingly, controversy still surrounds the events of 1204. Were they 
the outcome of economics, of history, of frontier geography, of propaganda or 
the manipulation of myth, of war-weariness, of the genius of King Philip or 
the incompetence of King John? Were they, in short, predestined or accidental, 
the result of circumstance or of fate? Over the past century, from 1913 and the 
publication of Maurice Powicke’s massive study of The Loss of Normandy, 
through to the appearance, appropriately enough in 2004, of Daniel Power’s 
no less massive The Norman Frontier, historians have debated these issues, 
mapped the geopolitics and counted the costs.3 No doubt they will continue 
to do so for many years to come. Taking a broader view, it is interesting to 
note that, despite brief introductions by Martin Aurell and François Neveux, 
neither of the French volumes published in commemoration of 1204 attempts 
any grand reassessment of causes or consequences. Rather, the conference at 
Poitiers laid particular emphasis upon the person and patronage of Eleanor 
of Aquitaine, the conference held in Normandy upon specifically Norman 
themes.4 Even more remarkably, there is still, despite Powicke, and despite 
Power, no standard agreed narrative of the day-to-day progress of the French 
invasion. At the start of December 1203, King John was still established in 
Normandy. On 6 December, the feast day of St Nicholas of Bari, patron saint 
of seafarers, he crossed the Channel to Portsmouth. When Château-Gaillard 
fell, in May 1204, followed by Argentan, Falaise and Caen in May, and by 
Rouen itself on 24 June, the feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, 
King John was in England, according to his contemporaries indifferent to (in 
reality powerless to influence) events across the Channel.5 John was thus the 
last English king to have set foot on Norman soil until Edward III blundered 

3	 F.M. Powicke, The Loss of Normandy (first published Manchester 1913; generally cited from the 
revised second edition, Manchester 1960); Power, Norman Frontier. Among an ever-growing body of 
secondary literature, two other studies stand out: J.C. Holt, ‘The End of the Anglo-Norman Realm’, 
Proceedings of the British Academy, lxi (1975), 223–65, and J. Gillingham, The Angevin Empire, first 
published (London 1984), now in a second edition (London 2001). 
4	 M. Aurell, ‘Introduction: Pourquoi la débâcle de 1204?’, in Plantagenêts et Capétiens, 3–14; 
F. Neveux, ‘Introduction: Les événements de 1204 dans leur contexte historique’, in 1204: La 
Normandie, 9–20.
5	 For the king’s itinerary, see the prefatory material to RLP. An article by Tony Moore, EHR 
(forthcoming), will shortly present new and significant information on the progress of the Capetian 
invasion. See also the extremely useful material gathered by Daniel Power and Tony Moore for the 
online ‘Lands of the Normans’ website, accessible at http://www.hrionline.ac.uk/normans.
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into St-Vaast in 1346, at the start of the campaign that was to end in the 
battle of Crécy. Neither Edward nor his successor, Henry V, whose landing at 
Harfleur served as prelude to the battle of Agincourt, was to accomplish any 
permanent restoration of the Anglo-Norman realm. Meanwhile, the events of 
1203–4 themselves surely merit a detailed account of the French conquest to 
set alongside those of the English counter-conquests of 1346, 1415 or indeed 
of 1944. After 1803, it was the memory of 1066 rather than 1204 that was 
used by Napoleon to stir up French patriotic fervour for a new Hastings and 
a new conquest of England.6 So far as I am aware, the propagandist uses 
of 1204 have been largely ignored by the French, as by the English. For 
example, the D-Day landings, although coinciding with the 730th anniver-
sary of 1204, were deliberately presented as a joint allied, American–British–
French endeavour against a common enemy, never as English revenge upon 
the Normans or the Capetians for 1204. All of this to suggest that, despite 
three fairly thick volumes of essays issued in commemoration, the events of 
1204 may still await their definitive treatment by a modern historian.
	I n the present instance, the essays presented below may strike their readers 
as all too reminiscent of the little-Englanderism of the Dunstable annalist. 
There are studies here of rolls and enrolments, of prosopographical conun-
drums and of men, and in one instance women, who for a brief period rose 
from obscurity to command fleeting notoriety. Nowhere, however, is there 
any deliberate or direct engagement with the events of 1204. Themes Anglo-
Norman, and indeed themes very close to the history of King John, nonethe-
less recur again and again in the present collection. Daniel Power’s study 
of Guérin de Glapion, Norman servant of King John, later turncoat, and 
even re-turncoat, perhaps comes closest to the causes of Normandy’s ‘fall’, 
although even here, the real interest of Guérin’s story is to be found either 
some years before or some years after the Capetian invasion. My own essay, on 
Hugh de Gundeville, servant of King Henry II, concerns a courtier who died 
in 1181, twenty years before Normandy was lost. It includes, nonetheless, an 
appeal for the proper examination of all evidences, be they Norman, Poitevin, 
French, Irish or English, if the lives of such Plantagenet courtiers are to 
be properly appreciated. A similar cross-Channel focus informs the work of 
David Crouch, who demonstrates the means, some of them successful, others 
of them less so, by which the counts of Meulan, truly first-class passengers 
on board the Anglo-Norman ferry service, sought to control their estates on 
either side of the Channel.
	C loser to steerage class, or perhaps even locked away in an inaccessible 
part of the vessel, for fear of scandal to other passengers, the subjects of 
Marie Lovatt’s essay are the ladies, and their disreputable offspring, who 
added spice to the love life of King Henry II. As Lovatt demonstrates, 
although we may have to approach these royal mistresses via the thorny path 
of prosopography, when asked the right questions, they can supply the most 
surprising, not to say alarming of answers. If Lovatt is correct, then Henry II’s 

6	 For an introduction here, see C. Hicks, The Bayeux Tapestry: The Life Story of a Masterpiece 
(London 2005), chapters 8–9.
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adultery was conducted on a truly regal scale, involving not only the wives 
and daughters of leading courtiers but, in what may have been a remarkable 
prefiguration of the exploits of the late Alan Clark, the bedding of a mother 
and her daughter and perhaps of at least one niece into the bargain. For those 
tempted to enquire about the relevance of any of this for the study of 1204 
or for the reign of King John, there is an easy response. It was King John’s 
crimes against woman and the weak, his abduction of Isabella of Angoulême 
and his murder of Arthur of Brittany, which paved the way for the Capetian 
conquest of 1204. What John attempted, but failed to get away with, had been 
both attempted and successfully achieved by his father, King Henry II. Henry 
lived down the murder of the most famous archbishop in English history, and 
was a dominant enough male to make free with the women even of his greater 
barons. John failed to match him on either score.
	 All of the essays considered thus far deal with avowedly Anglo-French 
themes. This is not true of the three essays with which the collection opens. 
Instead, what is displayed here is the very English march of empirical, 
document-based research, much of it conducted from within the remark-
able resources of the Public Record Office (now The National Archives). 
David Carpenter opens this English innings. Displaying his customary wit 
and waspishness, he dispatches to the boundary my own recent attempts to 
describe the introduction of enrolment and record keeping to the Plantagenet 
chancery.7 What of my account is not here shown to be based upon ignorance 
or misunderstanding is dismissed as fantasy or simple error. Not only have 
I smothered the truth, but in my ‘smothering’, like many others before me, 
I have misread the evidence. Carpenter demonstrates, to my satisfaction at 
least, that the distinction customarily drawn between the so-called ‘Liberate 
Rolls’ for the early years of John’s reign, and the later ‘Close Rolls’ that 
survive from 1204 onwards, is an artificial one and that, in reality, all of these 
rolls deserve to be considered as parts of the same basic series, for ease of 
reference best known in future as ‘Close Rolls’. Here the mountains truly 
heave. Quite what emerges, however, may be less momentous than supposed.
	H aving taken a sledgehammer to existing theories on the Close and 
Liberate Rolls, Carpenter proceeds to nail together a great mouse-house of 
his own. The enrolment of financial writs, and of writs involving custody of 
land, he suggests, was already in place in the reign of Henry II if not earlier. 
Thus far, Carpenter does not actually depart, save for his emphasis and for 
his insistence upon the continuity between Liberate and Close Rolls, from 
the ‘smothering consensus’ to which I am accused of belonging. Only at this 
point, abandoning the evidence, does he ask that we join him in a great leap 
of faith. The enrolment of royal charters, he suggests, that today is known 
only from 1199, might likewise stretch back into the more distant past, as 
might the enrolment of letters patent, of other types of writ and of good-
ness what else besides. Certainly, a case can be made against the argument 

7	 N. Vincent, ‘Why 1199? Bureaucracy and Enrolment under John and his Contemporaries’, in 
English Government in the Thirteenth Century, ed. A. Jobson (Woodbridge 2004), 17–48.
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ex silentio, according to which the non-survival of earlier chancery enrol-
ments, from before 1199, is itself taken as proof that no such records ever 
existed. Had Domesday Book not survived, I very much doubt that modern 
historians would be convinced that it could ever have existed. It would seem 
a fantastic notion to such doubters that so massive and so ordered a survey 
could have emerged from so seemingly a chaotic and understaffed a royal 
bureaucracy. There is an instructive story for all of us here from the records 
of Han China. In the years 1069–85, we are assured, at more or less precisely 
the time that Domesday Book was being made, the Finance Commission of 
the Song dynasty of China alone occupied more than a thousand compart-
ments of rooms filled with files. Today, not a single fragment of these records 
survives.8

	 And yet … those mocked or dismissed by Carpenter were not unaware 
of the difficulties with which he grapples. They were most of them prepared 
to allow for the enrolment, or at least the preservation of financial writs 
from before 1199, and they allowed for this on the very sound testimony of 
Richard fitz Nigel, whose description of the process of accounting by writ is 
surely the only sound basis upon which we can proceed to an understanding 
of twelfth-century Exchequer and chancery practice. In departing from the 
testimony of the Dialogue of the Exchequer, or rather in side-stepping it in 
order to present his own theory, Carpenter risks fighting his dragons on slip-
pery ground indeed. I, like others, have presented what I still believe to be 
very sound reasons for supposing that the chancery did not enrol charters 
before 1199. Most significantly, and despite Carpenter’s attempts to dismiss 
this argument, there is positive evidence that charters were not enrolled, in 
part because enrolment goes unmentioned on all of those occasions for which 
we have detailed reportage of chancery activity, in part because there seem to 
have been no chancery rolls against which the king himself could verify royal 
charters before 1199.9 Carpenter runs amok through such reservations and 
hesitations. In doing so, he risks ignoring the fact that enrolment was, at least 
to begin with, merely the outcome of a process of financial accounting by 
writ, not intended to create a permanent historical record. Thus, his surprise 
at the fact that temporary ‘terre date’ grants of land were recorded while 
permanent grants were not, reveals little save for his own uncharacteristi-
cally anachronistic mode of thought. The Exchequer, which controlled these 
processes needed to know about temporary grants, year by year. By contrast, 
once a permanent grant was made, and provided that a writ authorising this 
was sent to the Exchequer, the Exchequer itself had no need of any permanent 
copy of the royal charter detailing the grant. This sort of notification to the 
Exchequer by writ is precisely the process that we find recorded in the corre-
spondence of David of London, from the 1170s.10 Carpenter, being himself a 
very good historian, thinks like a historian here, in terms of permanency and 

8	 Cited by R. Britnell, ‘Pragmatic Literacy Beyond Latin Christendom’, in Pragmatic Literacy, 
East and West 1200–1330, ed. R. Britnell (Woodbridge 1997), 187.
9	 Vincent, ‘Why 1199?’, 36–42.
10	 Vincent, ‘Why 1199?’, 24–5.
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Walter the elder and younger,  
	 100–112, 118, 121–3
alias Walter fitz Richard and Walter 

fitz Walter, 109–112
Clifford Castle (Herefordshire), 101–2, 

104, 108–12, 122
	 Cluniac Priory of, 108, 110
Clun, Clune (Shropshire), lady of, 42 (87)
Cnipart, Utred, 41 (66)
Cnipnall, Gipcnol (Shropshire), 42 (75)
Cnittel’ (unidentified, ?Shropshire), 43 

(126)
Cochère (La) (Orne, cant. Exmes), 186

Augustinian Priory of, 177, 186
alias the church of St-Sauveur-sur-Ure, 

186
Coggeshall (Essex), Ralph of, 178
Colchester (Essex), 36
Collyng, William, 150
Coniscliffe (County Durham), 93
Corfham (Shropshire), 94, 108 n.107, 121
Cormeilles, Cormel’, Richard de, 149
Cornubiensi, see Stephen the Cornishman
Cotinton’ (unidentified, ?Shropshire), lady 

of, 42 (93)
Cottesmore (Rutland), 170–1, 173 n.108, 

183
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Coutances, Constanciensi (Manche), 
diocese of, 191

Cranborne, Craneburne (Dorset), 138, 151
	 Eustace chaplain of, 152
Crasville-la-Rocquefort (Seine-Maritime,  

	 cant. Fontaine-le-Dun), 161 n.34,  
	 162, 173 n.109

	 church of, 188
Crécy (Somme, cant. Crécy-en-Ponthieu), 

battle of, xv
Cressage, Cristesech’ (Shropshire), 42 

(84)
Criddon, Cridenton’ (in Bridgnorth, 

Shropshire), Reiner of, 42 (95)
Cristesech’, see Cressage
Cristianus, Robert, 42 (99)
Crusade or pilgrimage to Jerusalem, 80, 

85, 179–80, 189, and see Richard I
Cumbrai, Alured de, 40 (28), 42 (80)
Curia, Master I. de, canon (?of Bayeux), 

192
Curry Rivel, Curi (Somerset), 131, 134, 

140–1, 149, and see North Curry

Dalilea, see Dawley
Dawley, Dalilea (Shropshire), 40 (28)

Richard of, 40 (17)
Dei gratia clause, 79
Delisle, Léopold, 154
Déols (Indre), miracle of, 96
Devon, earldom of, 155
Dickes, Dikes (unidentified, ?Shropshire), 

41 (49), 42 (101)
Dictamen, use of, 78–9
Didling (Sussex), 140
Dimock, J.F., 97
Ditton Priors, Dodint’, Dodinton’ 

(Shropshire), 41 (53), 42 (88)
Dodint’, Dodinton’, see Ditton Priors
Domesday Book, xvii, 102
Donington, Duninton’ (Shropshire), 40  

(4)
Dorset, debtors of the king in, 57–61
Drincourt (now Neufchâtel-en-Bray, 

Seine-Maritime), 166–7, 169
Droitwich (Worcestershire), 106–7
Duninton’, John de, 149, and see 

Donington
Dunstable (Bedfordshire), Augustinian 

Priory of, xiii
Dunster (Somerset), 126, 127 n.14
Durnford (Wiltshire), church of, 109–10

East Bergholt (Suffolk), 114 n.129, 116
Eastenest’, see Exton
East Harting, Esthertyng’ (Sussex), 148

Eastleach (Gloucestershire), 103, 112, 119 
n.147

Ebreton’ (unidentified, ?Shropshire), 40 
(23)

Edenoin (personal name), 42 (85)
Edric (personal name), 43 (119)
Edward III, king of England, xiv–xv, 91 

n.3
Eiton’, see Eyton; Nuneaton
Eliot (personal name), 40 (13)
Elmley Castle (Worcestershire), 80
Ely (Cambridgeshire), Cathedral Priory 

of, 25–6
England, kings of, see Edward III; 

Harold II; Henry I, II, III; Henry  
the Young King; John; Richard I, II

	 and see chancery; Exchequer
Erdelueston’ (unidentified, Shropshire), 

42 (77)
Eschorchet, Richard, Robert and Roger, 

185
Essex, forest of, 30–1
Esthertyng’, see East Harting
Estleia, see Astley
Eston’, William de, 149
Esturmi, Hugh, 137–8
Eu, Auco (Seine-Maritime), Roger of, 

monk of Tewkesbury, 88
Eugenius III, pope, 79
Evesham, Euesh’ (Worcestershire), 

Benedictine Abbey of, 129, 149
	 Richard of, 149
Evreux (Eure), 165
	 bishop of, 165	

counts of, 84
county of, 75

Exchequer, of the kings of England,  
xvii–xviii, 7, 18, 30, 45–74, 136

account (Pipe) rolls of, xvii–xix, 6–8,  
	 12, 22–3, 28 n.132, 29–31,  
	 33–7, 39, 45–74, 131

		  (in)accuracy of, xix, 57, 63–70
		  making of, 45–74
		  physical apperance of, 31, 45–74
		  procedure at, 45–70

usefulness of, 28 n.132, 70, 125, 
144–5

and see Pipe Roll Society
archives of, 11–12, 29

	 Cartae Antiquae Rolls of, 26
	 clerks of, 31, 62, 65, 67–8
	 Dialogue of, see Fitz Nigel, Richard
	 estreats of, 29–44, 66
	 functioning in the king’s absence, 8
	 Memoranda rolls of, 3
	 Receipt rolls of, 30, 66, 68
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scribes working at, 45, 48, 62, 64–6, 
68–70

	 summonses of, 6, 8, 63, 66–8
	 tallies at, 62, 67
	 ‘terms’ of, 18
	 Upper and Lower, 62, 65–70

writs addressed to, 10–11, 12 n.61, 
13–14, 17–23, 28

	 and see Normandy, Exchequer of
Exmes, 164, 168, 177
Exton, Eastenest’ (Hampshire), 128–9, 

134, 136, 146
Eynsham (Oxfordshire), Benedictine 

Abbey of, 77–8
	 Walter abbot of, 88
Eyre, justices in, 45–66, 69–70, 133–4
Eyton, Eiton’ (Shropshire), 42 (79)
Eyton, R.W., 92

Falaise, Falesia (Calvados), 168, 170
Agnes de, 134, and see Gundeville, 

Hugh de
Emma de, 136 n.55, 139, 139 n.72, 

147–8, her husbands, see Sartilly; 
West Thorney

	 Hugh de, 136, 137 n.63, 139
Farrer, William, 136, 139
Fawsley (Northamptonshire), 25
Feckenham (Worcestershire), forest of, 80
Felley, Feleleia (in Spelsbury, Oxfordshire), 

religious community at, 77–8, 88
	 Godric, brother of, 88
Ferne, Richard de, 152
Ferrers, Robert earl (of Derby), 32–3
Ferté-Macé (La) (Orne), 174, 177
Fine Rolls, see Chancery
Fitz Adam, William, 42 (98)
Fitz Arthur, Robert, 147
Fitz Audelin, William, 132 n.36
Fitz Azo, Geoffrey, 132, 137–9, 147–8
Fitz Baldwin, Robert, 148
Fitz Bernard, Robert, 133 n.39

Thomas, 30–2, 35–8, 48, 53, 63–4
Fitz Eniun, Madoc, 43 (127), 44 (131)
Fitz Ernwi, Robert, 42 (97)
Fitz Forgove, Richard, 41 (47)
Fitz Gamel, Richard, 43 (117)
Fitz Gunhilda, Walter, 150
Fitz Herbert, Aueredus, and Amfridus his 

son, 150
Fitz Holm, Roger, 41 (39)
Fitz Inniun, see Fitz Eniun
Fitz Leuric, Richard, 43 (111)
Fitz Nicholas, William, 147
Fitz Nigel, Richard, author of the 

Dialogue of the Exchequer, xvii, 

18–20, 29–30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 45–6, 
60–70

Fitz Odo, William, 41 (30)
Fitz Peter, Geoffrey, justiciar, 4, 13–14, 

18, 22 n.104, 26, 32 n.18
Fitz Pons, Drogo, 102, 109–10, 118

Richard, 101 n.62, and see Clifford
Walter, 102

Fitz Ralph, Alured, 150
William, 35, 165

Fitz Richard, Walter, 109–11, and see 
Clifford

Fitz Robert, William, 151
Fitz Simon, Simon, 42 (90)
	 Thurstan, 52
Fitz Siward, Siward, 40 (5)
Fitz Stephen, Ralph, 47, 51–5, 57–62, 68, 

132 n.36
	 William, 47 n.13, 55–6
Fitz Thoret, Peter, 40 (29)
Fitz Thurstan, Simon, 55–6
Fitz Waleran, Hugh, 89
Fitz Walter, William, 150
Fitz Warin, family, 141

Henry, and Isabella his daughter, 141
Fitz William, Roger, 41 (48)
Flamstead (Hertfordshire), 102, 116
Flanders, counts of, 161, 174
Flaxley (Gloucestershire), Cistercian 

Abbey of, 107
Foliot, Gilbert, 78, 95 n.19, 100, 104, 111 

n.120
Folqui (personal name), 43 (123)
Fontenai-sur-Orne, Fonteneto (Orne, cant. 

Argentan), 176, 179
	 church of St-Martin at, 189, 191–2
	 mill at, 188
Fontenay, Fonteneto (Manche, cant. 

St-Hilaire-du-Harcouët),
Richard de, 176, 179, 183 n.159, 187, 

189
Fontevraud (Maine-et-Loire), Nunnery of, 

127 n.12
abbess Adelaide of, 94

Forde (Somerset), Cistercian Abbey of, 
135

Baldwin of, archbishop of Canterbury,  
	 25–6

		  as bishop of Worcester, 134, 150–1
Forde (unidentified), Richard de la, 152
forests, 29–44, 89, and see Feckenham; 

Gouffern; Shropshire; Wiltshire; 
Yorkshire

assarts and purprestures within, 31, 
36–7, 55–7, 61
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assize of, 37, and see Woodstock, 
assize of

chief justice of, see Fitz Bernard, 
Thomas; Neville, Alan de; Neville, 
Hugh de

eyre of the and amercements taken 
from, xviii, 31, 48–9, 57, 62, 63 
n.43, 70

law of, 32
pannage within, 37, 186
pleas of the venison within, 31–2, 

37–9
Frampton on Severn (Gloucestershire), 

106, 107 n.104, 110
France, archives of, xviii, 27–8, 125, 145, 

155–6
kings of, see Louis VII; Louis VIII; 

Louis IX; Philip Augustus; Philip 
IV

Franciscus, William, 152
Fresbée, Freebes (Orne, cant. Courtomer, 

com. Le Plantis), 187–8
Furmauilla, Robert de, 90

Gaddesden (Surrey), John of, 140 n.77, 
141

Galbraith, V.H., 1–3, 10–11, 15, 18, 20, 
122

Gâprée (Orne, cant. Courtomer), Philip 
de, 157

Garsington (Oxfordshire), 115–17
Geld, 89, 129, 136
Genevraie (La), Geneureia (Orne, cant. Le 

Merlerault), Benedictine Priory of,  
	 168, 190–1

	 William de, 190–1
Geng’, William le, 151
Geoffrey, archbishop of York, see 

Plantagenet, Geoffrey
the Irishman, 149, 151

Gervase, the reeve of Inkberrow, 80–1, 80 
n.16, 89

Giffard, family, 103 n.78, 109 n.110
	 Walter, earl of Buckingham, 126
Gilbert, the clerk, 151

unspecified, 41 (43), 151
Gipcnol, see Cnipnall
Girra’, William de, 41 (54)
Giuseppi, G.S., 10
Glanvill, Ranulf de, 22
Glapion (Orne, com. Sainte-Scolasse), 

154–6, 168, 188
	 chapel at, 177, 187–8, 190

Guérin de, xv, 153–92
		  charters of, 185–92
		  family of, 156–7

		  seal of, 185
Robert de, 156

Glasbury-on-Wye (Radnorshire), 103, 112, 
119 n.147

Gloucester (Gloucestershire), Benedictine 
Abbey of, 111
earls of, and their honour, 126–9, 134, 

140, 143–4
			   in Normandy, 157
		  Gilbert de Clare, 127 n.12, 141

Robert, illegitimate son of King 
Henry I, 117, 126–9, 146–7
and see Thomas nephew of the 

earl
William, 127–9, 131, 136, 143, 146

			   charters of, 146–7
and Hawise de Beaumont his 

countess, 147
Gloucestershire, debtors of the king in, 

48–51, 72
Godfrey (personal name), 190
Godstow (Oxfordshire), Benedictine 

nunnery of, 91, 92 n.6, 97–8, 101, 
105–7, 121–3, 135

	 cartulary of, 100, 110–12
Goldstone, Goldestan (Shropshire), 42 

(73)
Gonneville (various locations of this name 

in Normandy), 126
Gonneville-sur-Scie (Seine-Maritime, 

cant. Tôtes), 126
Goring (Oxfordshire), Benedictine 

nunnery of, 132
Gouffern, Gouffer (Orne), forest of, 186
Gouin, William, 41 (51)
Goulet (Le), Golet (Eure), Treaty of, 

164–5, 185–6
Gournay-sur-Marne (Seine-St-Denis, cant. 

Noisy-le-Grand), 75, 82, 84 n.30
	 Priory of, 82
Great Cheverell (Wiltshire), 137 n.63
Greystoke (Cumberland), Annabel de, 93, 

93 n.12
	 Ranulf fitz Walter of, 93
Gros, William le, seneschal of Normandy, 

154, 168, 175
Guenart, Gervase, 190
Gundeville, family, 125–52
		  estates of, 130
		  family tree, 142
	 Agatha de, 140–1
	 Agnes de, 138–9, and see Hugh de
	 Alice de, 136
	 Elias de, 135, 147–8
	 Gilbert de, 126
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Hamelin de, 127 n.14, 134–6, 143, 
149, another, 140–1

Hugh de, xv, 125–52
and Agnes de Falaise his wife, 132, 

134, 136–9, 143, 146–8
successors also named Hugh, 

138–43
charters of, 146–51

Isabella de, 141, 151
John de, 135
Philip de, 135
Robert de, 126, another, 134–6, 143, 

149
Sybil de, 141
William de, 126, another, 135

Hainault (Belgium), Baldwin IV count of, 
97, 114, 120

Halcton’, see Halston
Hales (unidentified, ?Halesowen, 

Worcestershire), William of, 40 (14)
Halston, Halcton’ (in Pontesbury, 

Shropshire), 40 (2)
	 Reginald of, 41 (46)
Halvergate (Norfolk), 93
Hamo, the constable of the earl of 

Gloucester, 147
son of the earl of Gloucester, 147
unspecified, 40 (18)

Hampreston (Dorset), 127, 134, 136, 143
Hampton (unidentified), W. the priest of, 

148
Harcourt (Eure, cant. Brionne), lords of, 

86
Harding (personal name), 150
Hardy, Thomas Duffus, 1, 9, 13–16
Harfleur (Seine-Maritime, cant. 

Montivilliers), xv
Harley, Harleia (Shropshire), 42 (83)
Harold II, king of England, 91 n.3
Harting, Hertinga, Hertingis (Sussex), 

147–8, and see East Harting
Hathe, Geoffrey, 150
Hauerbeche (unidentified), Gilbert de, 43 

(109)
Haughmond (Shropshire), Augustinian 

Abbey, canons of, 40 (22)
Hawise, daughter of Henry II, 95
Headington (Oxfordshire), 93 n.11, 

114–17
Hearne, Thomas, 92 n.6, 97
Helewise (personal name), 43 (118)
Heming (personal name), 42 (100)
Hencott, Hennecote (in Shrewsbury, 

Shropshire), mill or miller at, 42 (78)
Henry I, king of England, 126
	 bastard children of, 117, 121

enrolment under, xix, 3, 7, 23–4
	 Exchequer practice under, 62, 70
	 gifts and confirmations by, 108, 116
	 harsh justice under, 39
	 raising up of new men, 153–4
Henry II, king of England, accession of, 

129, 131, 144
assizes issued by, see Forests; 

Woodstock
bastard children of, 91–123, and see 

	 Longespee, William; Morgan;  
	 Peter; Plantagenet, Geoffrey;  
	 Richard

		  daughters of, 94–5
	 burial of, 94
	 chamberlains of, 141
	 charters of, 25, 125, 133, 137–8, 183
	 control over Normandy, 157, 160

court and household of, 123, 125, 
131–3, 144

debts owed to, 45–62
enrolment of documents under, xvi, 2, 

6–8, 17–18, 21–4, 26, 28
	 expedition to Ireland (1171–2), 133
	 expedition to Toulouse (1159), 147
	 fines made in the court of, 137
	 forest administration of, 29–44
	 eyres and justices of, 45–68
	 knighting of, 104
	 as lord of Hugh de Gundeville, 147

mistresses of, xv–xvi, 91–123, and see 
Bloet, Nesta; Clifford, Rosamond; 
Greystoke, Annabel of; ‘Hikenai’; 
Ida

political allegiances under, 86
rape by, 94, 96, 121
rebellion against (1173–4), 32–4, 36, 

63 n.43, 93, 100, 129 n.21, 144
	 (1188–9), 96
sons of, 94 nn.17–18, 95, and see 

bastard children of
visits to England prior to his accession 

as King, 103–5, 112–13
	 wife of, see Aquitaine, Eleanor of
Henry, the Young King, son of Henry II, 

court and household of, 132–3
Henry III, king of England, 25, 68, 129, 

182–3
Henry V, king of England, xv
Henry, the clerk, 43 (114)
Herbert, unspecified, 150
Hereford, 14

bishops of, see Béthune, Robert de; 
Foliot, Gilbert

	 castle of, 104
	 earls of, Miles of Gloucester, 102–3
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Roger, 83–4, 103–4, 107, 110, 127, 
137 n.63

William fitz Osbern, 101
Herefordshire, debtors of the king in, 

51–5, 63, 71
Herleva, mother of William the 

Conqueror, 91 n.3
Herman, Elias, 151
Hertinga, Hertingis, see Harting
Heurel, Alured, 150
Hibernens’, see Geoffrey the Irishman
Hideshal’, see Shifnal
Hiémois (region of Normandy), 164
Higden, Ranulph, 97, 99
High Wycombe (Buckinghamsire), church 

of, 95 n.24, 105–6, 107 n.104
‘Hikenai’, Henry II’s mistress, 95–7, 

113–14, 119, 121
Hodierna, the widow, 41 (34)
Hoellas (unidentified, Orne), 190
Holinshed, Ralph, 92 n.6
Holkham (Norfolk), 119
Honorius III, pope, letters of recited, 191
Hope (Shropshire), 41 (33)
Horside (in Cranborne, Dorset), 151
Horsington, Horsintone, Horsynton 

(Somerset), Eustace de, 149, 151
	 William de, 149
Horton (in Bishop’s Canning, Wiltshire), 

140
Hose, Geoffrey, 61
Howden (Yorkshire E.R.), Roger of, 27 

n.125, 32–4, 37–8, 47, 63 n.40, 92, 99, 
166–7

Huctred, see Utred
Hudewic, Hudwic (unidentified, 

?Shropshire), 41 (35), 42 (98)
Hugh, Saint, bishop of Lincoln, 91–2

unspecified, 43 (113)
Hunilandes (unidentified), in Curry Rivel 

(Somerset), 149
Huperton’, see Upton
Hwethill’, see Wheathill
Hywerne, see Iwerne

Ida, the countess, 93, 114, 117
Ilchester (Somerset), men of, 26
	 Richard of, bishop of Winchester, 135
Inkberrow, Inkitberga (Worcestershire), 

reeve of, see Gervase
Innocent III, pope, 180–1, 191
Ireland, 133, 140, 145, 162

justiciar of, 14, 15 n.78
stupendous potations of, 133

Iwerne, Hywerne, William de, and 
Beatrice his widow, 151

Jerusalem, Lazarite order of, 148
Jews, justices of, 15 n,78
John. King of England,
	 accession of, 163–4

charters of, 25, 164, 169–70, 185–6
coronation(s) of, 5
as count of Mortain and de facto 

earl of Gloucester, prior to his 
accession, 138, 157, 160, 162

crimes against women, xvi
expeditions to Poitou and Ireland, 140
loss of Normandy by, xiii-xiv, 

15, 171–4, 178, 184, and see 
Normandy, Loss of

paranoia of, 28, 169, 171
patronage of, 155–6

		  of aliens, 182
peace treaty with France, see Goulet
reconquest of the Channel Islands, 178
relations with the Holy Roman Empire, 

180–2
	 reputation of, xiii

rule of Normandy, 154–5, 163–5, 
168–72, 179

supposed introduction of chancery 
rolls, xvi–xviii, 1–30

	 sureties for, 186
	 wife of, see Angoulême, Isabella de

Ketel (personal name), 40 (9), and see 
Ketley

Ketley, Ketel’, Koteleia (Shropshire), 40 
(1), 42 (68)

Kidenot, Edwin, 41 (32)
Kingsnordley, Norleia, Nortleia (in 

Alveley, Shropshire), 41 (39, 45), 42 
(92, 104)

King’s Somborne (Hampshire), 131
Kingston upon Thames (Surrey), men of, 

26
Kinton Magna, Richard de, 149
Knighton (Shropshire), castle of, 110 

n.113
Koteleia, see Ketley
Kuyg, Roger le, 151

Labbé, see Abbé
Lacy, Laci, Aimery de, 42 (84)
	 Henry de, 32
Langefeld (unidentified, Shropshire), 41 

(31)
Langley, Langel’ (Shropshire), 42 (85)
	 hermit at, 42 (86)
Langport (Somerset), 131, 134, 140–1
Latinity, see Aristocracy
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Laucleia. Lauel’ (?Lawley, Shropshire), 40 
(29), 42 (76)

Hugh the smith of, 40 (16)
Lazarites, see Jerusalem, Lazarite order 

of
Lecten (unidentified, ?Herefordshire), 108 

n.109
Lecton’, see Leighton
Lee, see Leigh
Lehton’, see Leighton
Leicester, Leircestra (Leicestershire), 

Augustinian Abbey of, 76
earls of, Robert (I), 75

		  Robert (II), 76, 78, 80, 84, 89
			   his daughter Hawise, 127

Robert (III), 34, 38
Robert (IV), 162

Leicestershire, debtors of the king in, 61
Leigh or Lee, Legh’ (unidentified, 

?Shropshire), 42 (80)
Thomas of, 41 (67)

Leighton, Lecton’, Lehton’ (Shropshire), 
40 (13)

	 Richard of, 40 (26), 42 (81)
Leland, John, 97
letter-writing, as a genre, 76–80
Levus (personal name), 150
Lichfield (Staffordshire), 32
Lilleshall, Lilleshill’, Lilleston’ 

(Shropshire), Augustinian Abbey of, 40 
(3), 41 (64–5)

Limesi, Nicholas de, 139
Lincoln, Bishop of, xiii, 8, 88, and see 

Hugh; Plantagenet, Geoffrey
	 bishopric of, 105, 119, 121
Linley, Linlega (Shropshire), Richard of, 

41 (58)
Lisiard, bishop of Sées, 191
Lisle, Brian de, 140
Lisieux, Lexouiensem  (Calvados), bishop 

of, 165, 170, 173
	 canons of, see Auteia
Lisours, Warner de, 32
Little Wenlock, Parva Weneloc 

(Shropshire), 40 (20)
Llandovery (Cardiganshire), castle of, 

108, 111
Llanrhystud (Cardiganshire), castle of, 

111 n.118
Lokere, Richard le, 41 (60)
Lokinton’ (unidentified,?Shropshire), 42 

(103)
London, Augustinian Priory of the Holy 

Trinity, butial at, 82, 109 n.112
Master David of, xvii, 25–6

Longespée, William, bastard son of Henry 

II, 92–3, 97 n.35, 98, 114, 116 n.144, 
117, 186

Longueville  (Seine-Maritime), Cluniac 
Priory of, 126

Lordington (in Racton, Sussex), 136–7
Louis VII, king of France, 75, 133
	 daughter of, Alice, 94, 96
Louis VIII, king of France, xiv
Louis IX, king of France, 177, 181
Lovel, Luuel, Henry, 134
	 Richard, 151
	 Simon, the archdeacon, 151
Lucy, Richard de, 22, 33
Ludlow (Shropshire), Roger of, 63, 68
Luuel, see Lovel
Luueuesburg (unidentified, ?in Cranborne, 

Dorset), 151

Magna Carta, xiii
Mahéru (Orne, cant. Moulins-la-Marche), 

185
Maine (region of northern France), 157, 

163–4, 171–2, 177–8, 184
Malcael, Roger, 26–7
Malcolm (personal name), 42 (83)
Manneville, Ralph de, 84
Mans (Le) (Sarthe), 163, 165, 170
Mantel, Robert, 35
Mantes (Yvelines), vicomte of, 83
Map, Walter, 94–7, 105, 119, 121
Marcheil, Ascelin de, 190
Marigny (Seine-Maritime, cant. Gournay-

en-Bray, com. Dampierre), Enguerrand 
de, 155

Marlborough (Wiltshire), French of, 96–7, 
105, 121

Marquer, Richard, 190
Marshal family, earls of Pembroke, 154, 

174
	 William, 186
Martin, Master, the chaplain, 147
Mary, Virgin, miracles of, 96, 133
Masham (Yorkshire N.R.), 121
Masura Torgisii (unidentified, ?in Glapion, 

Orne, cant. et com. Saint-Scolasse-sur-
Sarthe), 188

Matilda, Empress, 78, 83, 86, 88–9, 113
Maxell-Lyte, H.C., 1, 10
Mêle-sur-Sarthe (Orne), 187
Melo (unidentified, Orne), 187–8
messengers, 80–1
Meulan (Yvelines), Benedictine Priory of 

St-Nicaise at, 76, 80 n.16
counts of, xv

		  Robert I, 75, 83
		  Robert II, 82, 85–6, 89
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		  Waleran de Beaumont, 75–90
brother (twin) of, see Leicester, 

Robert II earl of
			   chamberlain of, 81 n.17
			   daughter of, 80
			   his letters and charters, 76–90
			   his household, 76, 81
			   wives of, 82, 84–5, 84 n.30, 89
	 county of, 75, 82, 85
	 seneschal of, 83
	 vicomte of, 83
Mézy-sur-Seine (Yvelines, cant. Mantes), 

83
Mickley, Muckilleia (in Market Drayton, 

Shropshire), Edward of, 41 (59)
Mid Lavant (Sussex), 143 n.86
Mohun family, native to Moyon (Manche), 

126, 127 n.14
Moilleria (unidentified, Orne), 187–8
Montchevrel, Moncheurel (Orne, cant. Le 

Mêle-sur-Sarthe), church of, 188
Montfort-sur-Risle (Eure), lords of, 83
Montpinçon (Calvados, cant. Saint-Pierre-

sur-Dives, com. L’Oudon), 173–4, 177
Morgan, provost of Beverley, 94–5
Morin (personal name), 40 (4)
Mortemer, Roger de, 178
Moulins-la-Marche (Orne), 157, 160–3, 

168
	 church of St-Nicolas at, 163
Mowbray, Nigel de, 34
	 Roger de, 34
Moyon (Manche, cant. Tessy), 173–5, and 
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