
© Contributors, 2009

All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted under current legislation 
no part of this work may be photocopied, stored in a retrieval system, 

published, performed in public, adapted, broadcast, 
transmitted, recorded or reproduced in any form or by any means, 

without the prior permission of the copyright owner.

The views expressed in this volume reflect the views of the authors, 
and not necessarily those of the editors or publisher.

First published 2009
The Boydell Press, Woodbridge

ISBN  978–1–84383–415–1

ISSN  1756–4832

The Boydell Press is an imprint of Boydell & Brewer Ltd
PO Box 9, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 3DF, UK

and of Boydell & Brewer Inc.
668 Mt Hope Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620, USA

website: www.boydellandbrewer.com

The publisher has no responsibility for the continued existence or accuracy 
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this book, 

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, 
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

A CIP record for this book is available from the British Library

This publication is printed on acid-free paper

Printed in Great Britain by 
CPI Antony Rowe Ltd, Chippenham and Eastbourne



CONTENTS

  Page

List of Plates  VIII

Acknowledgements VIII

Foreword LORD REDESDALE IX

Chapter 1: Introduction 1
 SUZIE THOMAS

Chapter 2: Metal Detector Users and Archaeology in Poland: 13
Th e Current State of Aff airs

 ZBIGNIEW KOBYLIŃSKI and PIOTR SZPANOWSKI

Chapter 3: Th e Legislative Position of Metal Detector Use 25
at South African Archaeological Sites

 ELIZE BECKER

Chapter 4: Archaeology, Metal Detecting, and the Development of 33
Battlefi eld Archaeology in the United States 

 JOHN E CORNELISON JR and GEORGE S SMITH

Chapter 5: Before the Portable Antiquities Scheme 51

 PETER V ADDYMAN

Chapter 6: Th e Development and Future of the Treasure Act and 63
Portable Antiquities Scheme

 ROGER BLAND

Chapter 7: Treasure Trove and Metal Detecting in Scotland 87

 ALAN SAVILLE

Chapter 8: Metal Detecting in Northern Ireland 99

 DECLAN HURL

Chapter 9: Metal Detecting and Archaeology in Wales 107

 MARK LODWICK

Chapter 10: Building Bridges between Metal Detectorists 119
and Archaeologists

 TREVOR AUSTIN



Chapter 11: Th e Construction of Histories: Numismatics and 125
Metal Detecting

 PETER D SPENCER

Chapter 12: Cumwhitton Norse Burial 137

 FAYE SIMPSON

Chapter 13: Th e Portable Antiquities Scheme in the North 147

 PHILIPPA WALTON and DOT BOUGHTON

Chapter 14: Wanborough Revisited: Th e Rights and Wrongs of 153
Treasure Trove Law in England and Wales

 SUZIE THOMAS

Chapter 15: Th e Real Value of Buried Treasure. VASLE: 167
Th e Viking and Anglo-Saxon Landscape and Economy Project

 JULIAN D RICHARDS and JOHN NAYLOR

Chapter 16: ‘Th e Rust of Time’: Metal Detecting and 181
Battlefi eld Archaeology

 TONY POLLARD

Chapter 17: Th e Portable Antiquities Scheme and Education 203

 CEINWEN PAYNTON

Author Biographies 213

Index  219





Introduction

Suzie Thomas

This book explores the frequently contentious relationship between two very diff erent 
groups of people: archaeologists and metal detector users. Both groups share a deep 

and sincere interest in the past but both go about their work with, traditionally, very 
diff erent methodologies and, some argue, very diff erent aims and objectives. Part of the 
contentious nature of the relationship can be put down to the unequal academic and 
social positions of ‘professional’ archaeologists and those who metal detect as a hobby. 
Th e latter are vilifi ed by many professional archaeologists as being a terrible threat to the 
scientifi c exploration of the past, whose antics destroy the primary context of artefacts 
and thus dramatically reduce the value of artefacts recovered in this way to the proper 
study of the archaeological past. Metal detector users are at best a major nuisance, at worst 
a group that fosters and propagates the illicit trade in antiquities for its own fi nancial gain 
to the signifi cant detriment of the archaeological record. On the other side, many metal 
detector users fi nd the position taken by archaeologists elitist and exclusive, denying those 
without higher academic qualifi cations the opportunity to engage in a practical way with 
their hobby and frequently their life-long burning interest: the discovery of objects from 
the past.

Th ere is ample historical and contemporary evidence of tensions between the 
two groups. Some of this stems from earlier campaigns, such as the 1980s STOP 
campaign (‘Stop Taking Our Past’), launched by archaeological organisations against 
treasure hunting (see Addyman, chapter 5, and Th omas, chapter 14); equally vitriolic 
accusations have been made against archaeologists by metal detector users at diff erent 
times (eg Fletcher 1996, 35). No doubt, STOP’s ‘initial knee-jerk reaction’ to metal 
detecting (Addyman and Brodie 2002, 179) did have an ultimately deleterious eff ect 
on the burgeoning relationships between archaeologists and metal detector users. Trevor 
Austin (chapter 10) echoes the point that in the early years of the metal detecting hobby, 
attempts by many metal detector users to share information about their fi nds with local 
museums and archaeologists were often met with hostility. Th ere is also the very real issue 
of ‘nighthawks’ – those metal detector users who operate illegally, displaying the same 
commercially driven lack of concern for the integrity of the archaeology that they are 
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inadvertently destroying as do tombaroli, the tomb-robbers of Italy, or huaqeros, the South 
American ‘archaeological bandits’ (Brodie 2002, 1).

Given such entrenched and contradictory standpoints it is not surprising that those 
who have tried to work across the groups have often been castigated for letting one or 
both of the sides down. However, there have been examples of successful cooperation 
between metal detector users and archaeologists, such as the work in East Anglia in the 
1970s under the guidance of Tony Gregory and Barbara Green (Green and Gregory 
1978), a local initiative which has been credited with inspiring the later model used 
by the extremely successful Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) (Bland 2005, 442; and 
see chapter 6). A code of practice for responsible metal detecting in England and Wales 
was produced in 2006, with the support of both archaeological and metal detecting 
organisations (CBA et al 2006).

Th is book concentrates on the positive. Aside from inevitable mentions of problems 
associated with unscrupulous metal detecting in the following chapters as appropriate, 
it does not focus on nighthawks, illicit trade in antiquities or looting. Instead it follows 
in the footsteps of these early pioneers of collaboration and sets out to demonstrate the 
eff orts made in the past and being made today to try to encourage cooperation between 
archaeologists and metal detector users: to show eff orts to build bridges between the 
two warring parties. To this end contributors include not only archaeologists who have 
directly or indirectly worked with metal detector users, but also representatives from a 
non-archaeological background: Trevor Austin (chapter 10) is himself a metal detector 
user; while Peter Spencer (chapter 11) is a numismatist who works regularly with metal 
detector users and writes for metal detecting magazines. Th is is done in the understanding 
that archaeological attempts to discredit, and on occasion illegalise, metal detecting have 
failed and that there is little likelihood of the hobby disappearing in the future. At the 
same time there is increasing evidence (see for example Spencer, chapter 11; Simpson, 
chapter 12; Richards and Naylor, chapter 15) that metal detecting can and does contribute 
to our understanding of the past in a way that traditional archaeology cannot. It seems 
logical, therefore, to move away from confrontation and towards conciliation in a way 
acceptable to all involved.

Archaeology and metal detecting – present and past

Metal detecting in the UK today is a popular and apparently growing hobby, with 
many people who take it up apparently continuing to metal detect for years (Th omas, 
in prep). While many metal detector users are registered through their membership to 
either or both of the two national representative bodies, the National Council for Metal 
Detecting (NCMD) and the Federation of Independent Detectorists (FID), there is also 
a proportion of metal detector users who are not members of either organisation and who 
are therefore essentially invisible. Both the NCMD and the FID generally do not disclose 
exact membership numbers, largely because these tend to fl uctuate from month to month 
as memberships lapse and are renewed. Th erefore, estimations of the current total number 
of metal detector users in the UK vary. For example Grove (2005, 5) suggests there are 
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around 30,000 active metal detector users, but Bland (2005, 441) suggests there are more 
likely to be only some 10,000. Ten years earlier Dobinson and Denison (1995) estimated 
the number of people metal detecting to be around 30,000 in England alone, with the 
acknowledgement that an absolute certainty on the fi gure was impossible. It can be a 
challenge, too, to establish what is meant by a ‘metal detector user’ in terms of frequency 
of metal detecting: some people may metal detect only occasionally, or purchase a metal 
detector but tire of the hobby after only a few outings, whereas others are avid enthusiasts 
who may go detecting twice a week or more.

Metal detecting emerged as a result of mine detecting technology developed during 
and after World War II (Addyman, chapter 5). Th is technology was, perhaps inevitably, 
developed into a machine manufactured for public consumption and marketed as a new 
hobby, at fi rst in the USA; it was then imported to, and later manufactured in, the UK 
(Atkinson circa 1968, np; Beach 1970). In chapter 5 Peter Addyman – as a ‘veteran’ 
of many of the interactions between archaeologists and metal detector users, and as an 
instrumental fi gure both in the Portable Antiquities Working Group and the Council 
for British Archaeology (CBA) – provides us with a history of archaeology and metal 
detecting in the decades before the PAS was implemented. Roger Bland (chapter 6) then 
describes the development and future of both the PAS and the 1996 Treasure Act, both of 
which were put into practice in 1997, and which are currently the two principal ways in 
which metal detecting is brought into contact with archaeological and legislative practices 
in England and Wales.

The Portable Antiquities Scheme

Th e PAS, initially set up in just six regions of England, remains a nationally important 
scheme across England and Wales, creating links in all regions with not only metal 
detector users but also other members of the public who might discover chance fi nds. 
At the time of writing, the PAS operates in the whole of England and Wales. Th ere are 
currently 34 Finds Liaison Offi  cers (FLOs) covering England, with Wales administered 
through a network of four Trust Liaison personnel, and a Finds Coordinator based 
in Cardiff . Th e contributions by Mark Lodwick (chapter 9) and by Philippa Walton 
and Dot Boughton (chapter 13) provide case studies of the PAS in action in diff erent 
regions. As Finds Coordinator for Wales, Lodwick is able to present in detail the ways 
in which delivery of the PAS in Wales contrasts with the English experience. Walton 
and Boughton, as FLOs for the North East and Cumbria and Lancashire respectively, 
discuss the issues and challenges faced in their regions, both of which were added to 
the PAS network at a relatively late stage and neither of which, when compared to 
other regions – East Anglia, for example (see above) – had an existing tradition of 
cooperation between archaeologists and metal detector users. As well as its region-
specifi c interactions, the PAS has a central unit which is responsible for specialist advice 
on fi nds, for coordinating its activities and, since March 2007, for administering the 
1996 Treasure Act. While Bland (chapter 6) provides a comprehensive overview of these 
core activities, Ceinwen Paynton (chapter 17) describes specifi cally the educational 
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activities of the PAS, including the resources it has provided for use in schools, although 
the role of Learning Coordinator within the PAS was unfortunately lost in recent cuts 
to the Scheme (see below).

Annual conferences at the British Museum have demonstrated not only the success 
that the PAS has had in engaging large numbers of metal detector users through the 
network of FLOs, but also the research potential of the data collected through the 
implementation of the Scheme. Th e 2007 PAS Conference, ‘A Decade of Discovery’, 
demonstrated some of the current academic research projects taking advantage of the 
information collected on the PAS Finds Database (available at: www.fi ndsdatabase.
org.uk). A number of examples of the PAS facilitating the discovery of important sites 
or the collation of additional data to enhance knowledge about a particular period or 
geographical area are included in this volume. Faye Simpson’s account (chapter 12) of 
a metal detector user who made a chance discovery at Cumwhitton in Cumbria and 
promptly reported his fi nd to Simpson, who was at the time the FLO for Cumbria and 
Lancashire, is a case in point. She describes how a telephone call from a member of 
Kendal Metal Detector Club with an artefact that ‘could be something interesting’ led 
to the discovery and excavation of an extremely signifi cant Norse burial site; important 
information was thus gathered about a previously undocumented area of Scandinavian 
occupation in the North West of England. Julian Richards and John Naylor (chapter 
15), working with metal detected fi nds to shed light on the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
periods through the ‘Viking and Anglo-Saxon Landscape and Economy Project’ 
(VASLE), derived information for their research from a number of methods, which not 
only included working directly with a group of metal detector users in survey work, 
but also utilised the data stored on the PAS Finds Database. Th is is another important 
example of the way in which metal detector users, by collaborating with archaeologists 
and allowing their fi nds to be recorded, can make a real and meaningful contribution to 
the archaeological record. Conversely, however, Tony Pollard (chapter 16) demonstrates 
that in battlefi eld archaeology, while metal detecting is a valuable tool, the data from 
PAS has not necessarily proven useful, in part because of the location of some of his case 
study battlefi eld sites (eg in Scotland, where the PAS does not operate), but also because 
in many cases metal detector users do not seem to be recording certain types of metal 
artefact through the PAS, such as musket balls. Similarly, at a metal detecting rally in 
Cambridgeshire in 2007, a number of metal detector users interviewed as part of a wider 
research project told surveyors that they had found musket balls, but had not thought 
that they were worth recording with the PAS staff  (see Th omas 2007).

As Bland (chapter 6) demonstrates, many Treasure cases (under the 1996 Treasure 
Act) are also brought to light by PAS staff  working with fi nders. Recent increases in 
the amount of Treasure being declared may be directly connected to the success of 
PAS (Lammy 2006, 2). Th e PAS has recently experienced cuts in funding, with Finds 
Assistants in some regions and its Learning Coordinator already lost, and is under threat 
from further possible cuts in order to support the London 2012 Olympics, with proposed 
plans to drop the central unit of the PAS, ‘eff ectively initiating the Scheme’s end’ (British 
Archaeology 2008, 7). Th is seems to beggar belief. Given the demonstrable success of the 
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PAS, especially in the development of trust and the building of relationships between 
archaeologists and metal detector users, to lose this valuable tool would surely be close to 
catastrophic.

Th at is not to say that the PAS is without its critics. Th ere are concerns, for example, 
that the PAS, by interacting with metal detector users, adds a spurious legitimacy to metal 
detecting, making it seem comparable to professional archaeological practices, when this 
is not truly the case (Corbishley pers comm 2008). Some see the development of PAS as an 
apparent concession of the research agenda to what is essentially treasure hunting (Fowler 
pers comm 2006). From the other end of the spectrum, Peter Spencer (chapter 11) argues 
that the PAS, perhaps in some areas at least, could be doing even more to create links with 
metal detecting clubs than it currently does.

In 2003/4 the PAS, in partnership with the British Museum and a number of 
regional museum services, developed the touring exhibition ‘Buried Treasure’. Th e 
exhibition toured throughout England and Wales in 2004 and 2005, visiting London, 
Cardiff , Manchester, Newcastle and Norwich, and displayed some of the most signifi cant 
fi nds to have been discovered in England and Wales by non-archaeologists, including 
the Mildenhall Treasure, made famous in a short story by Roald Dahl (Hobbs 2003, 
72), and the beautiful torques of the Snettisham Hoard. To coincide with the visit of the 
touring exhibition to the Hancock Museum in Newcastle, a one-day conference entitled 
Buried Treasure: Building Bridges, co-organised by the International Centre for Cultural 
and Heritage Studies (ICCHS) at Newcastle University, Tyne and Wear Museums, and 
the PAS, was held. Th e conference was intended to look specifi cally at relationships 
between archaeologists and metal detector users, and in part, formed the basis for this 
book (although the scope here is far wider than that of the conference).

Th e conference ran smoothly and was very instructive, with a surprisingly large 
number of metal detector users present. However, its announcement on the CBA’s online 
discussion forum, Britarch (archives available at: http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/britarch.
html), elicited some rather negative feedback from some of the regular online discussants. 
Comments included, from one professional archaeologist:

It might be easier to ‘build bridges’ if the emphasis of conferences like this was not so unremittingly 
on the ‘treasure’ aspect of the whole portable antiquities thing. Th e question I ask myself, as an 
archaeologist, is why should I waste a day, the conference fee and a train fare to hear people talk about 
material culture as ‘treasure’, a category that archaeology discarded many years ago and which is of no 
conceivable interest in archaeological terms. (Britarch Discussion List 2005)

Another archaeologist, who objected particularly to the conference’s title (among other 
things), remarked that:

… something like ‘Finding the Past Together: Building Bridges’ would … be far more descriptive 
of what those gathered on one side of that ‘bridge’ would prefer to be the message being discussed. 
Indeed it is the recognition that it is good ‘information about’ the past and not ‘treasures from’ the 
past which is what is needed before that bridge can even be built. Of course it is always far easier to 
go for the superfi cial … From what has been said here, it looks like the conference is yet another of 



Index

Entries in bold refer to the illustrations

A
aerial photography: 34, 55, 56, 114, 167, 187
aff orestation: 91, 172, 187
ammunition: 37, 39, 41, 102, 187, 189, 198

canister shot: 46, 47
cannon shot: 183, 196
grape shot: 35, 43
musket balls: 4, 39, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46,   

 182, 183, 184, 187, 188, 189, 194,   
 195, 196, 197

rifl e balls: 35, 43, 45
unfi red: 35, 37, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 102,   

 190
Anglo-Saxon period, the: 4, 53, 65–6, 167,   
 174, 176, 178
Anglo-Scandinavian period, the: 4, 139, 144, 
 145, 171, 172, 178, 
 see also Viking period, the
antiquities, trade in: 1, 2, 19, 20, 21, 53, 68,   
 98, 154, 155, 161, 168
arable cultivation: 58, 60, 74, 115, 167, 174
archaeological contexts: 73, 93, 108, 139, 
 141, 154, 156, 160, 170, 200, 204

of artefacts: 1, 20, 54–5, 65, 93, 111, 113, 
 117, 138, 154, 170, 178, 188–9,   

 204
archaeological fi eldwork: 14, 22, 29, 43, 64,   
 65, 92, 98, 113
archaeological monuments: 186
archaeological sites: 7, 14–15, 18, 22, 25, 34,   
 51, 54–5, 56, 57, 59, 98, 144, 148,   
 154, 167, 183, 185, 200

military: 184, 200
archaeological societies: 20, 55, 56, 118
archaeologists:

negative responses to metal detecting: 1, 5, 
 9, 34, 51, 53–61, 98, 100–1, 122–3, 
 134, 137, 153, 155, 158–60, 192, 
 200, 204

archaeology:
battlefi eld: 4, 7, 25, 33–46, 181–200
commercial: 108, 137, 200
‘community’: 9, 115, 117–18, 148, 188, 
 203, 206, 210
destruction of: 1, 7, 9, 13, 14, 16, 17–18, 
 20, 21, 22, 29, 30, 54–5, 56, 60, 63, 
 70, 73, 82, 95, 140, 141, 144, 153, 
 154–5, 156, 161, 170, 187
maritime: 25, 27
protection of: 13–16, 21, 29, 56–7, 60–1, 
 63, 101, 110, 158, 181, 186–7, 207
public involvement in: 3, 9, 46, 69, 78, 
 80, 95, 96, 115–18, 140, 141, 147,   

 148, 159, 178, 203, 204
stratifi ed deposits: 54, 57, 82, 170, 195

artefacts: 1, 4, 21, 25, 29, 43, 45, 60, 79, 87, 
 98, 100, 126, 134, 142–3, 144, 145, 
 167–9, 178, 181, 194, 198–9, 
 see also metalwork

condition of: 58, 126
conservation of: 81, 138–9, 141, 147, 
 204, 205, 210
distributions of: 35, 45, 58, 72–4, 93, 
 140, 148, 169, 170–8, 189
identifi cation of: 29, 58, 81–2, 90, 96, 
 102, 108, 110, 117, 125, 126, 139, 
 170, 182, 192, 203, 207
military: 184, 187, 188, 196
loss of context: 1, 18, 20, 30, 53, 58, 60, 
 61, 73, 154, 160, 178, 181, 182



Metal Detecting and Archaeology220

ownership of: 14, 18–19, 21, 52, 63, 64, 
 78, 81, 87, 105, 141, 156, 157, 184
preservation of: 91, 195
private collection of: 18, 21, 98, 148, 187
provenance of: 20, 55, 59
recording of: 4, 7, 8, 14, 29, 30, 55, 58–9, 
 60, 61, 66, 69–80, 82, 95, 104, 108, 
 116, 117, 119, 120, 128, 134, 147, 
 148–51, 154, 160, 169, 170, 178, 
 182–3, 185, 186, 187, 191, 193, 
 195, 196, 200, 203, 204, 205, 206, 
 210

B
barrows: 20
battlefi eld sites: 4, 7, 22, 25, 30, 33, 34–6, 
 102, 181–200

survey of: 37–45, 181, 189, 190, 196, 197
battles: 33, 35, 36, 37, 39–43, 45–6, 181, 
 188, 189–90, 195
Bronze Age, the: 17, 65, 93, 109, 110, 111, 
 113–15, 118, 148, 151, 186
burials: 4, 27, 30, 108, 114, 117, 138, 
 139–40, 141, 143, 144, 145, 183
Buried Treasure: Building Bridges (conference):
  5–6

C
Cadw:  107
Cambridgeshire: 4, 148
cemeteries: 7, 17–18, 20, 65, 137, 143, 144, 
 148, 187
chance fi nds: 3, 4, 63, 72, 91, 98, 99, 132
Christianity: 100, 145
coins: 53, 59, 63, 64, 66–7, 72, 77, 87, 91, 
 98, 102, 148, 155, 156, 161, 168, 
 169, 174, 178, 199, 
 see also numismatics

Anglo-Saxon: 128, 132, 168
cut: 128–9, 132
hoards of: 55, 63, 66, 98, 110, 129, 
 130–1, 154
medieval: 125, 127, 128–9, 131, 132

post-medieval: 126, 127, 131, 148
Roman: 21, 59, 66–7, 77, 126, 127, 131, 
 151, 155

Cornwall: 64, 78, 172
coroners’ inquests: 53, 68, 109, 110, 113, 
 155, 156
Council for British Archaeology, the: 3, 8, 53–
 4, 55–6, 57, 59, 60, 61, 68, 81
Crown, the: 6, 63, 79, 87, 88, 90–1, 92, 95, 
 98, 105, 156, 157, 184
cultivated land: 55, 72–3, 74, 79, 91, 126
Cumbria: 137–45, 147, 148
Cumwhitton Norse Burial: 4, 137–45

D
depositional practices: 112–13
Detector Information Group (DIG): 159

E
earthworks: 65, 82, 139, 185, 187
East Anglia: 2, 3, 148, 154, 172, 174, 175
East of England, the: 73, 174
eBay: 68, 88, 168, 183, 187, 188
economy: 127, 128, 169, 172
education: 21, 22, 46, 56, 69, 70, 80, 95, 
 115, 159, 184, 188, 203–11
enclosures: 108, 114, 171
English Heritage: 7, 57, 60, 69, 77, 81, 121, 
 140, 145, 182, 185
excavation: 4, 14, 15, 21, 22, 25, 43, 53, 55, 
 57, 66, 82, 91, 92, 98, 100, 102, 
 108, 112, 113, 115–16, 117, 138, 
 139, 140, 141, 151, 160, 170, 178, 
 188, 198, 199, 200, 205, 208

illicit: 18, 20, 99
rescue: 13, 15, 155

F
faunal remain: 114, 115
Federation of Independent Detectorists, the 

(FID): 2, 57, 81, 206
fi eld-walking: 14–15, 72, 118, 170, 178, 191, 
 195, 200



Index 221

fi ndspots: 71–4, 75, 82, 90, 93, 98, 120, 139, 
 148, 151, 182, 204

G
geographical information systems (GIS): 35, 
 172
geophysics see remote sensing techniques
Global Positioning Systems (GPS): 29, 77, 82, 
 140, 151, 170, 193, 194, 195
government: 16, 34, 56, 57, 59–60, 63, 69, 
 70, 78, 88, 95, 96, 99, 100, 102, 
 107, 161

Department for Culture, Media and Sport   
 (DCMS): 68, 78, 161

Department of the Environment: 53, 54, 
 59, 60, 101, 102
local: 54, 140, 157

Gregory, Tony: 2, 9, 58, 119, 169

H
Hadrian’s Wall: 76–7, 137, 139
Hampshire: 70, 154, 177
Historic Environment Records (HERs): 71, 
 72, 81, 82, 107, 147, 167
Historic Scotland: 7, 91, 98, 186
human remains: 82, 108, 115, 140, 141, 208

I
Ireland: 144, 188
Iron Age, the: 17, 59, 63, 113–15, 117, 129
Isle of Wight: 67, 74, 77

K
Kent: 64, 68, 69, 172, 174, 177

L
Lancashire: 3, 137, 147, 148, 154
landowners: 14, 53, 64, 68, 70, 71, 81, 82, 
 87, 108, 141, 156, 157, 160, 168, 
 169, 184, 185
landscape: 30, 60, 112, 114, 118, 120, 140, 
 144, 151, 154, 169, 174, 181, 191, 
 194

Leahey, Kevin: 119, 169
judicial proceedings: 22, 68, 153, 155, 156–8, 
 161
legislation: 3, 7, 8, 13–15, 25, 54, 59–61, 63, 
 69, 78, 87, 99, 100, 101, 103–5, 
 109, 153, 156, 157–8, 161, 183–4
Lincolnshire: 69, 131, 169, 172, 174, 177, 
 178
lithics: 72, 108, 117–18, 148
London: 4, 73, 74
looting: 2, 8, 54, 68, 153–4, 159, 160–1, 169

at Corbridge: 8, 148, 153, 161
at Wanborough Roman Temple: 8, 59, 61,  

 63, 153, 154–5, 158, 160, 161
at Yeavering: 148, 161

M
maps: 35, 43, 45, 116, 120, 192

of archaeology: 15, 35, 74, 170, 172, 174,  
 182, 183, 185, 191, 194, 198

Ordnance Survey: 55, 56, 82, 151
medieval period, the: 7, 17–18, 51, 66, 72, 
 98, 100, 102, 108, 138, 139, 143, 
 148, 151, 156, 167, 169, 174, 177, 
 183, 187, 190, 195
metal detecting:

as a hobby: 1, 2, 5, 7, 9, 20, 33, 52, 54, 
 99, 119–20, 125–6, 159, 182, 
 204–5
clubs: 57, 58, 77, 79, 81, 91, 92, 102, 
 126, 134, 138, 147, 148, 154, 185,   

 190, 205
codes of conduct: 57–8, 102, 185
Code of Practice on Responsible Metal 
Detecting: 70, 81–2
control of: 54, 63, 121, 122, 153
development of: 3, 99, 125–6, 182
for profi t: 19, 20, 53, 98, 154
illegal: 15, 29, 30, 69, 77, 100, 101, 167, 
 204, see also nighthawking; looting
in France: 6
in Poland: 7, 13– 22
in South Africa: 7, 25–30, 187



Metal Detecting and Archaeology222

in the USA: 7, 33–46, 182
magazines: 54, 55, 57, 126, 134, 154, 
 159, 160, 167, 184
media interest in: 54, 143
methodologies: 191–5
permission to detect: 22, 25, 29, 53, 59, 
 70, 77, 81, 98, 157, 169, 184
prohibition of: 6, 54, 56, 59, 98, 185, 188
rallies: 6, 7, 8, 70, 92, 184–5

metal detectorists:
numbers of: 2–3, 18, 52, 57, 59, 71, 79, 
 91, 147
collaboration with archaeologists: 2, 3, 
 4–5, 7, 21, 22, 33, 35–6, 46, 58, 59, 
 92, 100, 108, 119, 120, 137, 140, 
 144–5, 154, 169, 170, 181, 183, 
 185, 188, 200
relations with archaeologists: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 
 8, 9, 19, 33–4, 46, 58, 70, 93, 95, 
 100–3, 117, 122–3, 137, 147–8, 
 151, 154, 155, 158–60, 161, 170, 
 183, 204–5

metal detectors:
improvement of: 51–2, 126
invention of: 33, 182
use as bomb detectors: 33, 51, 99, 182
use by archaeologists: 34, 57, 100, 103, 
 192
use during excavations: 92, 102, 108, 140, 
 155, 170

metalwork: 72, 77, 98, 111–13, 115, 143, 
 172, 183

arrowheads: 143, 183, 195, 196
base-metal: 64, 110, 111, 113, 127
brooches: 21, 66, 77, 137, 138–9, 140, 
 142, 143, 145, 148, 151, 205
buckles: 98, 133, 142, 143, 182, 184, 188, 
 189, 196
ferrous: 51, 52, 138, 140, 142, 148, 170, 
 192, 195, 196, 197–8
non-ferrous: 52, 167, 170, 195, 196
harness parts: 133, 197–8
hoards: 5, 53, 111–13, 141, 148, 160

horseshoes: 197–8
iron see metalwork, ferrous
jewellery: 65, 66, 133
manillas: 78
paterae: 76–7
precious: 53, 63, 64, 65, 66, 79, 91, 109, 
 110, 156, 157, 168, 184, 196
prehistoric: 64, 93, 102, 110–11, 113
strap ends: 142, 143, 144, 170–2, 177, 
 196
weapons: 43, 45, 46, 93, 102, 140, 141, 
 142, 143, 145, 187, 188, 189–90, 
 193, 195, 196, 198

middens: 114–15
Midlands, the: 69, 111, 172, 174, 177
Mildenhall Treasure, the: 5
monastic houses: 51, 66, 145
museums: 6, 9, 20, 53, 55, 56, 58, 64, 67, 88, 
 90, 95, 98, 107, 108, 109, 111, 118, 
 119, 141, 145, 147, 148, 157, 184, 
 204, 207

British Museum: 4, 5, 53, 68, 81, 109, 
 157, 161, 208

N
National Council for Metal Detecting, the

(NCMD): 2, 57, 58, 61, 81, 92, 120–3,  
 206
National Trust, the: 56, 121, 138, 185
Neolithic, the: 98, 148
nighthawking: 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 59, 60, 61, 68, 
 95, 99–100, 148, 159, 160, 161, 
 168
nighthawks: 1, 2, 68, 95, 102, 123, 138, 155, 
 161, 167–9, 185
Norfolk: 58, 65, 66, 69, 148, 169, 174, 177, 
 178
Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service:   
 57, 58
Northamptonshire: 70, 172
North East, the: 73, 147, 148, 151, 167
Northern Ireland: 6, 60, 64, 78, 98, 99–105, 
 153



Index 223

Northumberland: 8, 147, 148, 151, 153, 161
North West, the: 69, 73, 137, 138, 144, 147, 
 148, 174
Nottinghamshire: 172
numismatics: 17, 108, 125–35

O
Oxford Archaeology: 69
Oxford Archaeology North: 140, 144, 145

P
Palaeolithic, the: 117–18
place-names: 144
planning: 14, 36, 145, 185–6, 190, 191, 195
ploughing: 14, 53, 54, 58, 64, 73, 81, 115, 
 137, 143, 144, 167, 169, 172, 173, 
 194, 200
portable antiquities: see artefacts
Portable Antiquities Scheme, the (PAS): 2, 
 3–5, 8, 9, 60, 61, 63, 67, 68, 69–74, 
 76, 78–80, 81, 82, 96, 98, 110–13, 
 117, 118, 119, 120–3, 134, 137, 
 139, 145, 147–8, 151, 154, 159, 
 169, 172, 174, 178, 184, 185, 
 203–11

aims of: 70, 78, 80, 183, 211
dissemination of data: 70–1
development of: 69–70, 107–8
Finds Coordinators: 3, 107, 111, 117
fi nds database: 4, 70–4, 108
Finds Liaison Offi  cers (FLOs): 3, 4, 67, 
 70, 74, 77, 78, 81, 82, 96, 122, 134, 
 137, 139, 147, 148, 151, 183, 
 203–8, 210
role in education and outreach: 3–4, 96, 
 110, 111, 117, 120, 147, 203–11 
 see also education

Portable Antiquities Working Group, the: 3, 
 61
post-medieval period, the: 18, 21, 51, 63, 64, 
 66, 78, 117, 138, 182, 197, 199, 
 200
pottery: 21, 72, 98, 113, 151, 155, 172

R
religion: 55, 145, 151
remote sensing techniques: 9, 34, 57, 108, 
 113, 114, 170, 188, 191, 200, 205
reporting of fi nds: 60, 67, 69, 78–80, 82, 
 87–8, 90, 91, 92, 95, 96, 99, 102, 
 104, 108, 118, 148, 155, 169, 172, 
 174, 176, 183, 185, 187
Rescue (campaigning organisation): 53, 158
Roman period, the: 17, 59, 65, 66–7, 72, 
 76–7, 117, 137, 139, 148, 151, 155

sites: 8, 77, 91, 95
 military: 76, 91, 151
temples: 65, 95, 156, 157 
 see also looting, Wanborough:
towns: 53, 77
villas: 95, 167

Royal Commission on Ancient and Historic 
Monuments of Wales: 81, 107

S
Scheduled Ancient Monuments: 8, 54, 68, 70, 
 77, 81, 95, 98, 101, 148, 157, 
 186–7
Scotland: 4, 6, 60, 78–9, 85, 87–96, 98, 101, 
 144, 153, 183–90, 195, 199, 200
settlement: 17–18, 21, 108, 114, 143–4, 169, 
 170–1, 172, 174, 175, 176, 178
sites and monuments records (SMRs): 55, 183
Somerset: 70, 112
South East, the: 73, 174
South West, the: 172, 175
Staff ordshire Moorlands bowl: 76–7
Standing Conference on Portable Antiquities:  
 61
state, the: 15, 16, 64, 78, 79
STOP campaign: 1, 9, 56, 57, 158–60, 161
Suff olk: 70, 175, 177, 178
Surrey: 59, 153
Surrey Archaeological Society: 61, 63, 155, 
 161
Sussex: 54, 66, 67, 174



Metal Detecting and Archaeology224

T
topsoil: 18, 73, 181, 183, 192, 193–4, 195, 
 200
Treasure: 4, 64–8, 72, 78, 79, 80, 103, 110, 
 111, 113, 117, 141, 148, 168, 184

numbers of cases: 67, 102
rewards for fi nding: 64, 68, 184
valuation of: 64, 68

Treasure Act, the (1996): 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 60, 61, 
 63–4, 65, 66, 69, 78, 79, 82, 98, 
 102, 109–10, 113, 122, 147, 153, 
 158, 159, 161, 184
treasure hunting: 1, 5, 6, 7, 9, 16, 20, 29, 
 53–4, 56, 57, 59, 99, 100, 153, 158
Treasure Trove: 6, 52, 53, 59–60, 61, 63, 78, 
 79, 87–96, 98, 109–10, 122, 153, 
 155, 156–8, 160, 184

rewards for fi nding: 88, 90, 98

U
urban areas: 172, 173–4

V
Viking and Anglo-Saxon Landscape and 
Economy Project, the (VASLE): 4, 169–76
Viking period, the: 4, 108, 137, 138–41, 
 143–5, 174, 178
votive off erings: 65, 109, 130, 131, 132, 151, 
 157

W
Wales: 3, 68, 70, 73, 78, 79, 107–18, 153, 
 172, 174
Warwickshire: 178, 183
Wash, the: 174, 177
Weald, the: 174, 175, 177
Wiltshire: 76, 177
woodland: 173, 190

Y
York Archaeological Trust: 58, 140, 205
Yorkshire: 52, 69, 139, 148, 154, 167, 172, 
 174, 177, 178



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




