
MEDIEVAL ROMANCE, MEDIEVAL CONTEXT
Edited by RHIANNON PURDIE & MICHAEL CICHON 

A representative selection of English and Scottish romances from the medieval period and 
explore some of their medieval contexts, deepening our understanding not only of the 
romances concerned but also of the specific medieval contexts that produced or influenced 
them. The contexts explored here include traditional literary features such as genre and 
rhetorical technique and literary-cultural questions of authorship, transmission and 
readership; but they also extend to such broader intellectual and social contexts as medieval 
understandings of geography, the physiology of swooning, or the efficacy of baptism. A 
framing context for the volume is provided by Derek Pearsall’s prefatory essay, in which he 
revisits his seminal 1965 article on the development of Middle English romance.

£50.00/$90.00, March 2011, 978 1 84384 260 6 
Studies in Medieval Romance Series

PERCEFOREST
The Prehistory of King Arthur’s Britain
Translated by NIGEL BRYANT

Perceforest is one of the largest and certainly the most extraordinary of the late Arthurian 
romances, and is the subject of rapidly increasing attention and research. It is set in pagan 
times, and tells the history of Britain before Arthur, with many extraordinary and magical 
adventures. Because of its enormous length – it runs to over a million words - Nigel Bryant 
has provided a version which gives a full synopsis of the plot and all the episodes linking 
extensive passages of translation.

£60.00/$99.00, March 2011, 978 1 84384 262 0 
Arthurian Studies Series

CHRÉTIEN DE TROYES IN PROSE:  
THE BURGUNDIAN EREC AND CLIGÉS
Translated by JOAN TASKER GRIMBERT & CAROL J. CHASE

In the middle of the fifteenth century two anonymous writers ‘translated’ into prose 
Chrétien de Troyes’s first verse romances, Erec and Cligés (dating from the twelfth century), 
for the circle of Philip the Good, duke of Burgundy. For a long time unfairly dismissed as 
trite and slavish renderings of Chrétien’s masterful narratives, the prose Erec and Cligés 
actually merit careful study in their own right, for these Middle French reworkings adapt the 
earlier romances to fit the interests of the fifteenth-century public. This is the first English 
translations of later adaptions of Chrétien’s romances: a vital source for the development of 
Arthurian romance.

£50.00/$90.00, July 2011, 978 0 85991 356 0 
Arthurian Studies Series
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KING ROTHER AND HIS BRIDE
Quest and Counter-Quests
THOMAS KERTH

King Rother, a twelfth-century bridal-
quest epic, occupies an important place 
in the history of German literature. The 
earliest surviving and structurally most 
sophisticated of the so-called minstrel 
epics, it has its roots in German folklore 
and documents the transition from 
orality to the culture of the book. The 
work belongs to the subgenre of perilous 
bridal quest in which the disguised 
wooer defies the bride’s father and 
abducts her with her consent. But as the 

present study is the first to recognize, King Rother is very 
different in that the bride’s own actions also form a quest. 
This underscores her equality to her wooer, the essential 
qualification to be his wife.

£40.00/$75.00, May 2010
978 1 57113 436 3 
Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture Series

VISION AND GENDER IN 
MALORY’S MORTE DARTHUR
MOLLY MARTIN

This first book-length study of vision in 
the Morte Darthur examines the roles 
played by sight – seeing and being seen 
– in the Morte’s construction of gender, 
highlighting also the influence of the 
romance genre in this process. The 
discussion addresses several key figures: 
Gareth provides a paradigm of visible 
romance masculinity; Launcelot’s and 
Trystram’s adulteries introduce 
competing needs for both visibility and 
invisibility; Palomydes and other less 

acclaimed knights, and reactions to their shortcomings, 
confirm the model of visible gender; grail knights and Malory 
retain secular romance ideas of vision and gender on the 
religious quest; and the two Elaynes and Percivale’s sister 
prove femininity more variable and less rigid than 
masculinity in the text. The book argues that visibility is 
crucial to Malory’s conception of gender identity and, further, 
that masculinity and femininity are determined throughout 
the Morte by the romance genre.

£50.00/$90.00, October 2010
978 1 84384 242 2 
Arthurian Studies Series

Media review requests: marketing@boydell.co.uk

LANCELOT-GRAIL (10 VOLUME SET)
The Old French Arthurian Vulgate 
and Post-Vulgate in Translation
Edited by NORRIS LACY

The ‘Vulgate’ and ‘Post-Vulgate’ 
cycles are the French equivalent 
of Malory’s Morte Darthur, 
written in the thirteenth century. 
Malory drew on both of them as 
his source, and they are the 
cornerstone texts of all Arthurian 
romance.

£195.00/$340.00, March 2010 
978 0859917704

Volumes are also available separately.

A COMPANION TO THE 
LANCELOT-GRAIL CYCLE
Edited by CAROL DOVER

A Companion to the Lancelot-Grail Cycle 
is the first comprehensive volume 
devoted exclusively to the Lancelot-Grail 
Cycle and its medieval legacy. The 
twenty essays in this volume, all by 
internationally known scholars, locate 
the work in its social, historical, literary, 
and manuscript contexts. In addition to 
addressing critical issues in the five texts 
that make up the Cycle, the contributors 
convey to modern readers the appeal 
that the text must have had for its 

medieval audiences, and the richness of composition that 
made it compelling. This volume will become standard 
reading for scholars, students, and more general readers 
interested in the Lancelot-Grail Cycle, medieval romance, 
Malory studies, and the Arthurian legends.

£19.99/$34.95, March 2010 
978 1 84384 245 3 
Arthurian Studies Series
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THINKING THROUGH 
CHRÉTIEN DE TROYES
ZRINKA STAHULJAK, VIRGINIE GREENE, SARAH KAY, 
SHARON KINOSHITA & PEGGY McCRACKEN

This co-written book challenges 
assumptions about Chrétien as the 
author of a canon of works.  In lively 
exchanges, its five authors reassess the 
relationship between lyric and romance, 
between individuality and social 
conditions, and between psychology and 
medieval philosophy.

£50.00/$90.00, March 2011 
978 1 84384 254 5 
Gallica

GERMAN ROMANCE IV: LANZELET
ULRICH VON ZATZIKHOVEN, 
Edited & Translated by KATHLEEN J. MEYER

Ulrich von Zatzikhoven’s Lanzelet, dating from the end of 
the twelfth century, is a verse translation into Middle High 
German of what was probably an Anglo-Norman romance, 
now lost. It presents the story of Lanzelet (Lancelot), but in 
quite a different version from Chrétien de Troyes’ Chevalier 
de la charrette. The first half of the tale concerns Lanzelet’s 
knightly and romantic exploits on his way to discovering his 
true identity, while at the same time winning the beautiful 
Iblis as his wife. The second half revolves around Lanzelet’s 
efforts to defend the honor of the Arthurian court and 
reestablish his own and his wife’s kingdoms.  As in much 
literature of the time, sex, violence and magic abound.

£60.00/$99.00, June 2011
978 1 84384 266 8 
Arthurian Archives

PARTONOPEUS DE BLOIS: 
ROMANCE IN THE MAKING
PENNY ELEY

Partonopeus de Blois is one of the most important works of 
twelfth-century French fiction; it shaped the development 
of romance as a genre, gave rise to adaptations in several 
other medieval languages and even an opera (Massanet’s 
Esclarmonde). However, partly because of its complicated 
transmission history, and partly due to the fact that it has 
been overshadowed by the works of Chrétien de Troyes, it 
has been unjustly neglected. This first full-length study of the 
romance brings together literary, historical and manuscript 
studies to explore its making as it evolved through seven 
medieval ‘editions’, the earliest of which probably predated 
most of Chrétien’s romances. 

£60.00/$99.00, September 2011
978 184384 274 3
Gallica

WOMEN’S POWER IN LATE 
MEDIEVAL ROMANCE
AMY N. VINES

The cultural and social power of women in the middle ages 
is perhaps hard to trace, with evidence for it scarce. This 
book argues that medieval romances provide a central, but 
under-explored, source for and examples of such authority. 
By reassessing the influence exerted by female characters, in a 
spectrum that includes both intellectual and chivalric aid and, 
in some cases, patronage, it considers how they functioned 
as models of cultural, intellectual, and social authority in 
medieval literary texts. In addition to examples set by the 
family connections, socio-political networks, and textual 
communities in which they lived, this study argues that 
women also learned methods of influence from the books 
they read. In texts like Troilus and Criseyde and Partonope of 
Blois, the female reader encounters an explicit demonstration 
of how a woman`s intellectual and financial resources can be 
used. The literary representations of women`s cultural power 
expose a continuum of influence from non-material effects to 
material sway in the medieval patronage system, an influence 
often unacknowledged in strictly historical and extra-literary 
sources.

£55.00/$95.00, October 2011 
978 1 84384 275 0 
Studies in Medieval Romance

THE INTERLACE STRUCTURE OF THE 
THIRD PART OF THE PROSE LANCELOT
FRANK BRANDSMA

Thematically and as a narrative 
technique, interlace, the complex 
weaving together of many different 
story-telling strands, comes to its full 
development in the intriguing 
conclusion of the Prose Lancelot. This 
study explains how the interlace works 
and shows that it is the perfect vehicle 
for the relation of the events. It discusses 
the division of the narrative into threads, 
their interweaving, convergence and 
divergence, the gradual introduction of 

the Grail theme and its first climax (the begetting of 
Galahad), the distribution of information to the audience, the 
use of dramatic irony and emotions, and many other aspects 
of this major innovation in story-telling technique.

£60.00/$99.00, November 2010
978 1 84384 257 6 
Arthurian Studies 

www.boydellandbrewer.com
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A COMPANION TO MEDIEVAL 
POPULAR ROMANCE
Edited by RALUCA L. RADULESCU  
& CORY JAMES RUSHTON

An excellent introduction to Middle 
English romance that will serve well as a 
guide to the romances and recent 
scholarship. FABULA

A valuable collection of essays on the 
popular romance, a genre traditionally 
neglected by scholars. Highly 
recommended. CHOICE

PB: £17.99/$29.95/, June 2011, 978 1 84384 270 5 
HB: £50.00/$90.00, Sept 2009, 978 1 84384 192 0 
Studies in Medieval Romance Series

EXPECTATIONS OF ROMANCE
The Reception of a Genre in Medieval England
MELISSA FURROW

This book tackles the task of discerning 
what were the medieval expectations of 
the genre in England: the evidence, and 
the implications. Safe for monastic, 
trained readers, romances provided 
moral examples. But not all readers saw 
that role as valid, desirable, or to the 
point, and not all readers were monks.

£50.00/$90.00, December 2009
978 1 84384 207 1 
Studies in Medieval Romance

THE EXPLOITATIONS OF 
MEDIEVAL ROMANCE
Edited by LAURA ASHE, IVANA DJORDJEVIC  
& JUDITH WEISS

As one of the most important, influential 
and capacious genres of the middle ages, 
the romance was exploited for a variety 
of social and cultural reasons: to 
celebrate and justify war and conflict, 
chivalric ideologies, and national, local 
and regional identities; to rationalize 
contemporary power structures, and 
identify the present with the legendary 
past; to align individual desires and 
aspirations with social virtues. The 
essays in this volume consider individual 

romances, groups of writings and the genre more widely, 
elucidating a variety of exploitative manoeuvres in terms of 
text, context, and intertext.

£55.00/$95.00, February 2010
978 1 84384 212 5 
Studies in Medieval Romance

ARTHURIAN LITERATURE XXVII
Edited by ELIZABETH ARCHIBALD  
& DAVID F. JOHNSON

Arthurian Literature has established its 
position as the home for a great diversity 
of new research into Arthurian matters. 

Delivers some fascinating material across 
genres, periods, and theoretical issues. TLS

£45.00/$80.00, November 2010
978 1 84384 258 3 
Arthurian Literature

Past volumes are still available. Visit us 
online for more information.

MAGIC AND THE SUPERNATURAL 
IN MEDIEVAL ENGLISH ROMANCE
CORINNE SAUNDERS

Lively, engaging and well researched. [...] 
A valuable resource for those interested in 
medieval literature and culture. CHOICE

[A] rich and illuminating book, a book 
that should become standard reading 
on any of the various aspects of the 
supernatural in medieval romance for 
many years to come. 
REVIEW OF ENGLISH STUDIES

£50.00/$90.00, April 2010
978 1 84384 221 7 
Studies in Medieval Romance

CHRISTIANITY AND ROMANCE 
IN MEDIEVAL ENGLAND
Edited by ROSALIND FIELD, PHILLIPA HARDMAN 

& MICHELLE SWEENEY

With its focus on the romance... this 
collection of essays accomplishes the 
difficult task of saying something new 
about Christianity and medieval 
literature. CHOICE

£50.00/$90.00, April 2010 
978 1 84384 219 4 
Christianity and Culture: Issues in 
Teaching/Research

ROMANCE LITERATURE

www.boydellandbrewer.com

A number of paperback titles are ideal for 
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to request course adoption copies, contact: 
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