
NORDIC STUDIES
OLD NORSE WOMEN’S POETRY
The Voices of Female Skalds
SANDRA BALLIF STRAUBHAAR                    

This book, intended for a broad 
audience, presents a bilingual edition 
(Old Norse and English) of Old 
Norse poetry attributed to women 
(skáldkonur), from the ninth to the 
thirteenth century and beyond, with 
commentary and notes. The poems 
reflect the dramatic and often violent 
nature of the sagas. Their authors fall 
into four main categories: pre-Christian 
Norwegian and Icelandic skáldkonur 

of the Viking Age; Icelandic skáldkonur of the Sturlung Age; 
additional early skáldkonur from the Islendingasögur and 
related material; and mythical figures cited as reciting verse in 
the legendary sagas (fornaldarsögur).

$99.00/£60.00(s) April 2011 
978 1 84384 271 2 
158pp, 21.6 x 13.8, HB 
Library of Medieval Women

A HISTORY OF OLD NORSE 
POETRY AND POETICS
MARGARET CLUNIES ROSS                  

New in paperback, this is the first book 
in English to deal with the twin subjects 
of Old Norse poetry and the various 
vernacular treatises on native poetry 
that were a conspicuous feature of 
medieval intellectual life in Iceland and 
the Orkneys from the mid-twelfth to 
the fourteenth centuries. It gives a clear 
description of the rich poetic tradition of 
early Scandinavia, particularly in Iceland, 
where it reached its zenith, and explains 

the social contexts that favoured poetic composition.

A successful and well-written conspectus of a subject of huge importance to 
Norwegian and Icelandic literary and cultural history. It is likely to become the 
standard text on the subject for English-speaking readers. It is also a beautifully-
produced volume.  SCANDINAVICA

Unquestionably deserves its place on the reading lists for beginners’ courses in 
Old Norse poetry.  SPECULUM

$34.95/£19.99 August 2011 
978 1 84384 279 8 
294pp, 23.4 x 15.6, PB
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SPECIAL NOTES

ALFRED’S WARS
Sources and Interpretations of Anglo-
Saxon Warfare in the Viking Age
RYAN LAVELLE                       

The warfare of the late Anglo-Saxon 
period had momentous consequences 
for the development of the English state 
following Alfred the Great’s reign. This 
book provides a comprehensive guide, 
with extracts in translation from the 
principal sources for our knowledge, 
accompanied by the most important 
interpretations by scholars through the 
ages. It looks at every aspect of the topic, 

from land and sea forces to logistics and campaigning, from 
fortifications and the battlefield to the final peacemaking.

$99.00/£60.00(s) October 2010 
978 1 84383 569 1 
13 b/w illus.; 400pp, 24.4 x 17.2, HB 
Warfare in History

LONDON’S NEWS PRESS AND 
THE THIRTY YEARS WAR
JAYNE E.E.  B OYS                          

London’s News Press shows that 
seventeenth-century England was very 
much part of a European wide news 
community. The book provides for 
a new print history that looks across 
Europe and the interconnecting political 
and religious groups with international 
networks. These were the earliest printed 
periodical news publications. Periodicity 
and its implications for trade and 
customers are explored as well as the 

roles of publishers and editors. The period saw a much bigger 
circulation of news than had ever been experienced before. 

$99.00/£60.00(s) November 2011 
978 1 84383 677 3 
6 b/w illus.; 320pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB 
Studies in Early Modern Cultural, Political and Social History

MUSIC

JEAN SIBELIUS
TOMI MÄKELÄ                        
This is the most significant book on Sibelius to have been written 
in recent years. Published in German in 2007, this updated English 
version brings this exhaustively researched book, drawing on archives 
in Finland, the UK and Germany, to a wider Anglo-American 
audience. 

$90.00/£50.00(s) October 2011 
978 1 84383 688 9 
32 b/w illus.; 448pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB

CARL NIELSEN AND THE 
IDEA OF MODERNISM                                         
DANIEL M. GRIMLEY                       

This book offers a critical re-evaluation of Carl 
Nielsen’s music and his rich literary and artistic 
contexts. Drawing extensively on contemporary 
writing, criticism, and the newly completed Carl 
Nielsen Edition, the book presents a series of case 
studies centred on key works in Carl Nielsen’s 
output. 

$90.00/£50.00(s) February 2011 
978 1 84383 581 3 
6 b/w illus.; 334pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB

 

THE CORRESPONDENCE OF JEAN SIBELIUS 
AND ROSA NEWMARCH, 1906-1939
Edited by PHILIP ROSS BULLO CK                       
The role played by Rosa Newmarch (1857-1940) in popularizing the 
music of Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) is routinely mentioned in studies 
of the composer and in surveys of early-twentieth-century British 
musical life. This book traces a friendship documented in over 130 
letters currently in the National Archives of Finland which cover the 
entire period of their relationship. 

$90.00/£50.00(s) October 2011 
978 1 84383 683 4 
11 b/w illus.; 256pp, 0 x 0, HB

LUDVIG IRGENS-JENSEN
The Life and Music of a Norwegian Composer
ARVID O.  VOLLSNES                      

Arvid O. Vollsnes’ Ludvig Irgens-Jensen: The Life 
and Music of a Norwegian Composer is the first 
discussion in English of this profoundly decent 
man and his life-enhancing music. As well as 
Irgens-Jensen’s life we get a broad picture of 
Norwegian musical life from the 1920s to his death 
in 1969’. A CD of extracts from Irgens-Jensen’s 
works has been prepared to accompany the English 
edition. 

$80.00/£45.00(s) November 2011 
978 0 90768 973 7 
400pp, 24 x 16, HB
Toccata Press
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SEAFARERS,  MERCHANTS AND 
PIRATES IN THE MIDDLE AGES 
DIRK MEIER ,  translated by ANGUS MCGEO CH 

In recent years archaeologists have discovered 
much about the development of medieval ships: 
the elegant Viking longboat, the ubiquitous cog, 
the carrack and the caravel. Much, too, has been 
revealed about life in Viking settlements and the 
bustling Hanseatic cities. In the first paperback 
edition of this engaging and highly-illustrated 
study, Dirk Meier brings to life the world of 
the medieval seaman, based on evidence from 
ship excavations and contemporary accounts of 
voyages.

$24.95/£14.99 October 2009 
978 1 843835 12 7 
44 colour & 28 b/w illus.; 192pp,PB

ADMIRAL SAUMAREZ VERSUS 
NAPOLEON -  THE BALTIC,  1807-12 
TIM VOELCKER 

Discusses how Admiral Saumarez thwarted 
Napoleon in the Baltic, ensuring it remained 
open to British trade despite Sweden and 
Russia being officially at war with Britain. It 
demonstrates how Saumarez skilfully combined 
diplomacy and the threat of force, rather than 
force itself, to achieve his aims. 

A well-researched book that deservedly restores the reputation of a fine admiral 
NAUTICAL RESEARCH JOURNAL

$80.00/£45.00(s) November 2008 
978 1 843834 31 1 
15 b/w illus.; 288pp, HB

NORWEGIAN RUNES AND 
RUNIC INSCRIPTIONS 
TERJE SPURKLAND,  
translated by BETSY VAN DER HOEK 

Runes were used for some 1,300 years in 
Scandinavia, from AD 200 till the end of the 
14th century. This book discusses Norwegian 
examples not only from a linguistic point 
of view but also as sources of historical and 
cultural information. 

TERJE SPURKLAND is Associate Professor of Nordic 
Medieval Studies at the University of Oslo. 

$24.95/£14.99 September 2009 
978 1 843835 04 2 
42 b/w illus.; 216pp, PB

SWORDS OF THE VIKING AGE 
IAN PEIRCE

Representative examples of swords from 8th-
11th century, fully described and illustrated, with 
general overview.

An important reference work for scholars as well as for 
weapons enthusiasts. SCANDINAVIAN STUDIES

Will appeal to anyone with an interest in early Northern 
European swords; to Viking scholars, re-enactors, blade 
smiths and metallurgists.  
CLASSIC ARMS AND MILITARIA

Undoubtedly destined to become a standard reference for blade fanciers and 
re-enactors. MEDIEVAL HISTORY

A book with a clear audience in mind: anyone who wants to study a magnificent 
set of Viking artefacts. SPECULUM

$45.00/£25.00 September 2005 (last reprinted November 2009) 
978 1 843830 89 4 
12 colour & 136 b/w illus.; 168pp, 27.9 x 21.6cm, PB

SHIPS AND MEN IN THE 
LATE VIKING AGE 
The Vocabulary of Runic Inscriptions and Skaldic Verse 
JUDITH JESCH 

A critical survey of the vocabulary of Viking ships 
and their crews, of fleets and sailing and battles at 
sea, based on the runic and skaldic evidence from 
c.950-1100, and studied within the context of 
Viking activity in the period.

A timely and impressive work, which will be 
indispensable to all students of Viking Age history and 
literature. ENGLISH HISTORICAL REVIEW

Thorough and lucid... an important contribution to 
Viking studies... As a book to read from cover to cover it 

is illuminating and enjoyable; as a reference work for repeated use it will prove 
invaluable. SAGA-B O OK

$95.00/£55.00(s) June 2001 (last reprinted March 2008) 
978 0 851158 26 6 
52 b/w illus.; 344pp, HB

THE CONQUEST OF THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC 
G. J.  MARCUS 

The story of how the fearsome Atlantic Ocean 
was explored by early sailors, including the 
Vikings, whose brilliant navigation matched 
their bravery. The author brilliantly conveys the 
excitement and danger of the conquest of the 
North Atlantic in a narrative that is based equally 
on scholarly research and sound seamanship

A wide-ranging, thorough and detailed study of the 
evidence for the colonisation of the Faeroes, Iceland, 
Greenland and, naturally, the Norse voyages to America. 
MARINER’S MIRROR

$18.99/£10.99 June 2007 
978 1 84383 316 1 
19 b/w illus.; 238pp, PB

THE HERALD IN LATE 
MEDIEVAL EUROPE 
Edited by KATIE STEVENSON 

The officers of arms (kings of arms, heralds and 
pursuivants) have often been overlooked by 
scholars, yet as officers of the crown, ducal courts 
or noble families, they often had important 
roles. They were crucial to foreign and domestic 
relations, and chivalric culture; and, of course, 
they were to become the powerbrokers of 
heraldic symbols and genealogy. These essays 
cover a range of European regions (Scandinavia, 
Poland, the German Empire, the Burgundian 
Low Countries, Brittany, Scotland and England) 

and discuss the diverse roles and experiences of heralds in the late 
Middle Ages.

$90.00/£50.00(s) November 2009 
978 1 843834 82 3 
4 colour & 12 b/w illus.; 228pp, HB

A DICTIONARY OF  
NORTHERN MYTHOLOGY 
RUD OLF SIMEK, translated by ANGELA HALL 

Information from Christian accounts, Eddic lays, 
the Elder Edda, runic inscriptions, Roman authors, 
place names and archaeological discoveries is used 
to present the beliefs of the heathen Germanic 
tribes in their entirety: not just tales of the gods but 
the beginning and end of the world, death, magic 
and the afterlife.

RUDOLF SIMEK is Professor of Medieval German 
and Scandinavian literature at the University of 
Bonn in Germany. 

$34.95/£19.99 April 2008  
978 0 859915 13 7 
438pp, PB

ENGLISH SAINTS IN THE MEDIEVAL 
LITURGIES OF SCANDINAVIAN CHURCHES 
Edited by JOHN TOY 

A remarkable quantity of manuscripts carried 
by early Christian missionaries to Scandinavia 
have survived and are preserved in the National 
Archives in Copenhagen, Helsinki, Oslo and 
Stockholm. Materials for some seventy-four 
English saints are recorded in this volume, 
suggesting the extent of their presence in the 
liturgies of medieval Scandinavia. 

$90.00/£50.00(s) May 2009 
978 1 870252 46 1 
2 b/w illus.; 256pp, HB 
Henry Bradshaw Society Subsidia 

THE VIKINGS AND THE VICTORIANS 
Inventing the Old North in Nineteenth-Century Britain 
ANDREW WAWN 

This is the first book-length treatment of the 
Victorians’ fascination with the old north, 
exploring the ways in which the terms ‘Viking’ 
and ‘Viking Age’ were invented and popularised 
during the 19th century. Material examined 
includes novels, poems, plays, lectures, reviews, 
school textbooks, private correspondence, art 
and music, as well as dictionaries, grammars 
and scholarly editions of eddas and sagas. We 
follow the pursuit of Viking-related archaeology, 

dialectology, folklore, and mythology, and see the old north used to 
legitimise many different concepts and causes.

ANDREW WAWN is Professor of Anglo-Icelandic Studies at the University 
of Leeds. 

$34.95/£19.99 April 2002 (last reprinted 2009) 
978 0 859916 44 8 
12 b/w illus.; 452pp, PB

VIKING AMERICA:  THE 
FIRST MILLENNIUM 
GERALDINE BARNES 
The accounts in the Vinland sagas of the great voyages to the 
northeast coast of America have often been obscured by argument 
over the identity of the land named Vinland. Geraldine Barnes looks 
to the Old Norse narratives, Groenlendinga saga and Eiriks saga 
rauda, exploring them in the context of Iceland’s transition from 
paganism to Christianity and discussing the Vinland story in relation 
to issues of regional pride and national myths of foundation in 
modern America.

GERALDINE BARNES is associate professor of English, University of Sydney. 

$95.00/£55.00 February 2001 (last reprinted 2009) 
978 0 859916 08 0 
208pp, HB

WOMEN IN THE VIKING AGE 
JUDITH JESCH 

This is the first book-length study in English to 
investigate what women did in the Viking age, 
both at home in Scandinavia and in the Viking 
colonies from Greenland to Russia. Evidence 
for their lives is fragmentary, but Judith Jesch 
assembles the clues provided by archaeology, 
runic inscriptions, place names and personal 
names, foreign historical records and Old 
Norse literature and mythology. These sources 
illuminate different aspects of women’s lives in 

the Viking age, on the farms and in the trading centres of Scandinavia, 
on Viking expeditions, and as settlers abroad. 

$34.95/£19.99 1991 (last reprinted 2005) 
978 0 851153 60 5 
248pp, PB
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