
L i t e r a t u r e

A Divided Poet
Robert Frost, North of 
Boston, and the Drama 
of Disappearance
DAVID SANDERS                       

Frost’s breakthrough book of 
poetry seen anew as an artistic 
whole and in the context of the 
poet’s career and development.

North of Boston, Robert Frost’s 
second book of verse, brought 
him suddenly into national 
prominence in 1915. Rooted 
in the decade he spent in 
Derry, New Hampshire, the 
book’s poems bring the diction 
and tones of a New England 
vernacular within a traditional 
metric frame, making “music,” 
as Frost boasted, “from the 
sound of sense” and poetry 
of “a language absolutely 
unliterary.” Exploring Frost’s 
complex connection to his 
poetic characters, this study 
provides new readings of 
the individual poems, and, 
to a degree no other study 
has done, addresses North of 
Boston as an artistic whole 
and in the context of Frost’s 
unfolding career.
$75.00/£40.00(s) September 2011 
9781571134998 
178pp, cloth 
Studies in American Literature  
and Culture 

The Secret Violence 
of Henry Miller
KATY MASUGA                        

Miller as a writer whose work 
does something more profound 
and violent to literary 
conventions than produce 
novel effects: it announces the 
possibility of difference and 
instability within language 
itself.

Henry Miller is a cult figure 
in the world of fiction, in part 
due to having been banned 
for obscenity for nearly thirty 
years. Alongside the liberating 
effect of his explicit treatment 
of sexuality, however, Miller 
developed a provocative form 
of writing that encourages the 
reader to question language 
as a stable communicative 
tool and consider the act of 
writing as an ongoing mode of 
creation. Katy Masuga provides 
a new reading of Miller that 
is alert to the aggressively and 
self-consciously writerly form 
of his work, showing how he 
defies conventional modes of 
writing, subverting language 
from within.
$70.00/£40.00(s) April 2011 
9781571134844 
240pp, cloth 
Studies in American Literature  
and Culture

American Icon
Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby in 
Critical and Cultural Context
ROBERT BEUKA                         

How and why Fitzgerald’s 
novel, initially called a failure, 
has come to be considered 
a masterwork of American 
literature and part of the 
fabric of the culture.

Fitzgerald’s The Great 
Gatsby is widely seen as the 
quintessential “great American 
novel,” and the extensive 
criticism on the work bears out 
its significance in American 
letters. American Icon traces 
its reception and its rise to 
canonical status in American 
literature, popular culture, 
and educational experience. It 
focuses on how and why the 
novel came, after very mixed 
initial reviews and having been 
virtually forgotten by the time 
of Fitzgerald’s death in 1940, 
to be considered a masterpiece 
that has become part of the 
fabric of American culture in a 
way that few other works have.
$75.00/£40.00(s) October 2011 
9781571133717 
186pp, cloth 
Literary Criticism in Perspective

Melville’s Mirrors
Literary Criticism and 
America’s Most Elusive Author
BRIAN YOTHERS                       

An accessible and highly 
readable guide to the story 
of Melville criticism as it 
has developed over the past 
century and a half.

Melville is among the most 
thoroughly canonized authors 
in American literature, and the 
body of criticism dealing with 
his writing is immense. Until 
now, however, there has been 
no standard volume on the 
history of Melville criticism. 
Melville’s Mirrors provides 
Melville scholars and graduate 
and undergraduate students 
with an accessible guide to the 
story of Melville criticism as it 
has developed over the years. 
It is a valuable reference for 
research libraries and for the 
personal libraries of scholars 
of Melville and of nineteenth-
century American literature 
in general, and it is also a 
potential textbook for major-
author courses on Melville, 
which are offered at many 
universities.
$75.00/£40.00(s) November 2011 
9781571135094 
238pp, cloth 
Literary Criticism in Perspective



New York and Toronto 
Novels after 
Postmodernism
Explorations of the Urban
CAROLINE ROSENTHAL                     

First comparative study of 
urban fiction in the US and 

Canada investigates representations of the 
urban after postmodernism in two New 
York and two Toronto novels.

Cities are material and symbolic spaces 
through which nations define their cultural 
identities. The great cities that have arisen 
on the North American continent have 
stimulated the respective imaginations of 
the US and Canada in very different ways. 
After an overview of the sociohistorical 
and literary contexts that have turned 
cities into symbolic spaces in the two 
nations, this first comparative study of 
North American urban fiction takes New 
York and Toronto fiction as exemplary for 
exploring representations of the urban 
after postmodernism. 
$80.00/£45.00(s) June 2011 
9781571134899 
322pp, cloth 
European Studies in North American Literature 
and Culture

award winner

The Dickens Industry
Critical Perspectives 
1836-2005
LAURENCE W. MAZZENO                       

The story of the surprisingly 
fluctuating critical 
reputation of one of the 

great writers of the English language.

WINNER! CHOICE 2009 Outstanding 
Academic Titles Award 

“Even veteran Dickensians will benefit 
from Mazzeno’s clear insight into the 
origins and consequences of critical shifts 
in Dickens studies.”  
  - STUDIES IN ENGLISH LITERATURE

$39.95/£19.99 July 2011 
9781571135155, paper

$75.00/£40.00(s) September 2008 
9781571133175, cloth

325pp, Literary Criticism in Perspective

new!

The Entanglements of 
Nathaniel Hawthorne
Haunted Minds and 
Ambiguous Approaches
SAMUEL CHASE COALE                         

The process of Hawthorne’s 
scholarly canonization, and 

the ongoing critical and cultural discourse 
on his works.

Nathaniel Hawthorne was not immediately 
fully appreciated for what his friend 
Herman Melville diagnosed as the “power 
of blackness” in his fiction - the complex 
moral grappling with sin and guilt. But by 
the 1920s, Hawthorne had been accepted 
into the emerging American canon, and 
since then, his works–especially The Scarlet 
Letter–have remained ubiquitous. Charting 
the course of Hawthorne criticism and 
his place in popular culture, this book 
sheds light also on the culture in which his 
reception has occurred.
$75.00/£40.00(s) August 2011 
9781571133632 
206pp, cloth 
Literary Criticism in Perspective

The Critical Reception 
of Henry James
Creating a Master
LINDA SIMON                         

Comprehensive survey and 
analysis of the scholarship 
and criticism on perhaps 

the greatest American writer.
$24.95/£17.99 June 2010 
9781571134417 
168pp, cloth 
Literary Criticism in Perspective

The Ethics of William 
Carlos Williams’s Poetry
IAN D. COPESTAKE                     

The poet as an inheritor of 
an Emersonian tradition, 
and Paterson as an ethical 
autobiography in progress.

$75.00/£40.00(s) November 2010 
9781571134813 
2 b/w illus.; 180pp, cloth 
Studies in American Literature and Culture

new!

Companion to the Works 
of J. M. Coetzee
Edited by TIM MEHIGAN                       

New essays providing critical views of 
Coetzee’s major works for the scholar and 
the general reader.

J. M. Coetzee is perhaps the most critically 
acclaimed bestselling author of fiction 
writing in English today, having received 
the Nobel Prize for Literature and two 
Booker Prizes. The present volume of 
new essays makes critical views of this 
most challenging of writers accessible to 
the general reader as well as the scholar, 
discussing Coetzee’s main works in 
chronological order and introducing 
the dominant themes in the academic 
discussion of his oeuvre.
$85.00/£50.00(s) November 2011 
9781571135070 
258pp, cloth 
Studies in German Literature Linguistics & Culture

also of interest

Encountering Disgrace
Reading and Teaching 
Coetzee’s Novel
Edited by BILL MCDONALD

First book of essays devoted 
to Coetzee’s controversial 
novel, combining critical 

and pedagogical approaches.
$39.95/£19.99 June 2010 
9781571134400 
372pp, paper

award winner

A Companion to 
Australian Literature 
since 1900
Edited by NICHOLAS BIRNS & 
REBECCA MCNEER                        

A fresh, 21st-century look 
at Australian literature in a 

broad, inclusive, and multicultural sense.
$90.00/£50.00(s) November 2007 
9781571133496 
496pp, cloth

                               



new!

Jane Austen
Two Centuries of Criticism
LAURENCE W. MAZZENO                       

A comprehensive look at 
the academic criticism of 
Jane Austen from her time 
down to the present.

Among the most important English 
novelists, Jane Austen is unusual because 
esteemed not only by academics but also 
by the reading public: her novels continue 
to sell well, and films adapted from her 
works enjoy box-office success. How she 
rose to and has retained prominence is a 
story worth telling, as it not only suggests 
something about Austen’s artistry but also 
about how changes in critical perspective 
can radically alter a writer’s reputation.
$75.00/£40.00(s) May 2011 
9781571133946 
312pp, cloth 
Literary Criticism in Perspective

also of interest

Jane Austen
Illusion and Reality
CHRISTOPHER BROOKE                        

Rank and state, church 
and clergy, marriage, Jane 
Austen’s own convictions:  
a historian explores. 

$45.00/£25.00(s) November 1999 
9780859915571 
236pp, cloth

The Afterlife of Edgar 
Allan Poe
SCOTT PEEPLES                       

A study of the controversy-
filled scholarship on Poe 
from the time of his death 
to the present.

$29.95/£17.99 March 2007 
9781571133571 
211pp, paper 
Literary Criticism in Perspective

essential for scholars

Approaching Emily 
Dickinson
Critical Currents and 
Crosscurrents since 1960
FRED D. WHITE

An examination of the 
past half-century’s critical 

reassessments of one of the most-studied 
American poets.

In the past forty years, approximately 100 
books about Emily Dickinson and her 
oeuvre have appeared, making her one of 
the most extensively studied American 
poets in history. This book provides an 
objective examination of that vast body 
of scholarship, giving detailed attention 
to the principal trends in Dickinson 
scholarship during the past half-century: 
biographical studies; feminist studies; 
rhetorical and stylistic analyses; textual 
studies; analyses of Dickinson’s social and 
cultural milieu; studies of her theories 
of poetry. Approaching Emily Dickinson 
is a fundamental research tool for both 
scholars and students.
$24.95/£17.99 November 2010 
9781571134776 
242pp, paper 
Literary Criticism in Perspective

The Multiple Worlds  
of Pynchon’s Mason  
& Dixon
18th-Century Contexts, 
Postmodern Observations
Edited by ELIZABETH JANE 
WALL HINDS                         

New essays examining the interface 
between 18th- and 20th-century culture 
both in Pynchon’s novel and in the 
historical past.
$24.95/£17.99 June 2009 
9781571134110 
232pp, paper 
Studies in American Literature and Culture

                                

Mind and American 
Literature Series
The publication of Kristen Case’s American 
Pragmatism and Poetic Practice will 
inaugurate Camden House’s new series 
Mind and American Literature, a forum 
for the investigation of connections 
between literary texts and the broadly 
defined concept of mind. The series will 
take a fresh view of American literature in 
connection to such fields as philosophy, 
psychology, biology, neuroscience, 
linguistics, and anthropology. It will 
publish books written in clear and direct 
language, accessible to a wide range of 
educated readers.

Submissions should include a 300-word 
description, a table of contents, and a brief 
author bio, and should be sent to series 
editor Professor Linda Simon at lsimon@
skidmore.edu or at English Dept, Skidmore 
College, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866.

new!

American 
Pragmatism and 
Poetic Practice
Crosscurrents 
from Emerson to 
Susan Howe
KRISTEN CASE

Innovative study that sees much of 
twentieth-century American poetry 
as enacting, in language, pragmatic 
philosophy.

Wittgenstein wrote that “philosophy 
ought really to be written only as 
a form of poetry.” Kristen Case’s 
book argues that American poets 
from Emerson to Susan Howe have 
responded to the central problems 
of Western philosophy by enacting, 
in language, the continually shifting 
relation between mind and world that 
pragmatism announces. Case presents 
a new picture of twentieth-century 
American poetry that disrupts our 
sense of the schools and lineages of 
modern and postmodern poetics, 
arguing that literary history is most 
accurately figured as a living field 
rather than a line.
$75.00/£40.00(s) August 2011 
9781571134851 
3 b/w illus.; 180pp, cloth 
Mind and American Literature

new series



The Canadian  
Short Story
Interpretations
Edited by REINGARD M.  
NISCHIK

The first anthology of 
critical interpretations of 

major Canadian short stories.

Beginning in the 1890s and reaching its 
heyday during the Canadian Renaissance 
starting in the 1960s, the short story 
has become Canada’s flagship genre. It 
continues to attract the country’s most 
accomplished and innovative writers today, 
among them Margaret Atwood, Mavis 
Gallant, Alice Munro, and Clark Blaise. Yet 
in contrast to the stature and popularity of 
the genre and of the writers who partake 
in it, surprisingly little literary theory has 
been devoted to it. This book redresses that 
imbalance by providing the first collection 
of critical interpretations of thirty well-
known and often-anthologized Canadian 
short stories from the genre’s beginnings 
through the twentieth century.
$39.95/£19.99 December 2010 
9781571134790 
438pp, paper 
European Studies in N. American Lit & Culture

Humor in 
Contemporary Native 
North American 
Literature
Reimagining Nativeness
EVA GRUBER

Encompassing view of 
humor in recent Native North American 
literature, with particular focus on Native 
self-image and identity.
$70.00/£40.00(s) August 2008 
9781571132574 
274pp, cloth 
European Studies in N. American Lit & Culture

History of Literature  
in Canada: English-
Canadian and  
French-Canadian
Edited by REINGARD M.  
NISCHIK

The development of 
literature in Canada with an eye to its 
multicultural, multiethnic, multilingual 
nature.
$45.00/£25.00(s) January 2010 
9781571133595 
618pp, cloth 
European Studies in N. American Lit & Culture

new!

Hemingway  
and Africa
Edited by MIRIAM 
B. MANDEL

New essays 
providing a 

multifaceted approach to the 
role of Africa in Hemingway’s 
life and oeuvre.
$80.00/£45.00(s) November 2011 
9781571134837 
12 b/w illus.; 410pp, cloth 
Studies in American Lit & Culture

Modernism 
and Tradition 
in Ernest 
Hemingway’s 
In Our Time
A Guide for 

Students and Readers
MATTHEW STEWART                       

A handbook to Hemingway’s 
famous collection of short 
stories that emphasizes 
its status as a modernist 
masterwork.
$24.95/£17.99 May 2009 
9781571134127 
143pp, paper 
Studies in American Lit & Culture

new!

The Critical 
Reception of 
Hemingway’s 
The Sun Also 
Rises
PETER L. HAYS

Changing critical views of 
Hemingway’s great novel of 
the Lost Generation, from 
publication to the present.
$75.00/£40.00(s) November 2011 
9781571133663 
256pp, cloth 
Literary Criticism in Perspective

Companion to 
Hemingway’s 
Death in the 
Afternoon 
Edited by MIRIAM 
B. MANDEL

New, carefully focused 
essays providing a thorough 
examination of Hemingway’s 
groundbreaking non-fictional 
work.
$39.95/£19.99 June 2009 
9781571134097 
14 b/w illus.; 359pp, paper 
Studies in American Lit & Culture

recent and forthcoming books on ernest hemingway

Renaissance Papers 2010
Edited by ANDREW SHIFFLETT  
& EDWARD GIESKES                       

Annual volume collecting new essays on 
a broad variety of topics in Renaissance 
studies.
$55.00/£30.00(s) September 2011 
9781571135056 
176pp, cloth 
Renaissance Papers

Renaissance Papers 2009
Edited by CHRISTOPHER COBB                          

Essays on literary criticism, the links 
between social and religious history and 
literature, Shakespeare, and Herbert.
$55.00/£30.00(s) September 2010 
9781571134271 
140pp, cloth 
Renaissance Papers

renaissance papers series
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