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Place-names, Language and the Anglo-Saxon Landscape
Edited by NICHOLAS J. HIGHAM & MARTIN J. RYAN

The landscape of modern England still bears the imprint of its Anglo-Saxon past. Villages and towns, fields, 
woods and forests, parishes and shires, all shed light on the enduring impact of the Anglo-Saxons. These 
essays explore the richness of the interactions between the Anglo-Saxons and their landscape: how they 
understood, described, and exploited the environments of which they were a part. Ranging from the earliest 
settlement period through to the urban expansion of late Anglo-Saxon England, the book draws on evidence 
from place-names, written sources, and the landscape itself to provide fresh insights into the topic. Subjects 
include the history of the study of place-names and the Anglo-Saxon landscape; landscapes of particular 
regions and the exploitation of particular types; the transmission and survival of written sources; and the 
problems and potentials of interdisciplinary research into the Anglo-Saxon landscape.

NICHOLAS J. HIGHAM is Professor of Early Medieval and Landscape History at the University of 
Manchester; MARTIN RYAN lectures in Medieval History at the University of Manchester. 

Contributors: ANN COLE, LINDA M. CORRIGAN, DORN VAN DOMMELEN, SIMON DRAPER, 
GILLIAN FELLOWS-JENSEN, DELLA HOOKE, DUNCAN PROBERT, ALEXANDER R. RUMBLE, 
MARTIN J. RYAN, PETER A. STOKES, RICHARD WATSON.

The Landscape Archaeology of Anglo-Saxon England
Edited by NICHOLAS J. HIGHAM & MARTIN J. RYAN

Traditional opinion has perceived the Anglo-Saxons as creating an entirely new landscape from scratch in 
the fifth and sixth centuries AD, cutting down woodland, bringing with them the practice of open field 
agriculture, and establishing villages. Whilst recent scholarship has proved this simplistic picture wanting, 
it has also raised many questions about the nature of landscape development at the time, the changing 
nature of systems of land management, and strategies for settlement. With topics ranging from the impact 
of coppicing to medieval field systems, from the representation of the landscape in manuscripts to cereal 
production and the type of bread the population preferred, these essays offer striking new approaches to 
the central issues of landscape change across the seven centuries of Anglo-Saxon England, a period surely 
foundational to the rural landscape of today.

Contributors: NICHOLAS J. HIGHAM, CHRISTOPHER GROCOCK, STEPHEN RIPPON, STUART BROOKES, 
CARENZA LEWIS, SUSAN OOSTHUIZEN, TOM WILLIAMSON, CATHERINE KARKOV, DAVID HILL, 
DEBBY BANHAM, RICHARD HOGGETT, PETER MURPHY.

The Archaeology of the East Anglian Conversion
RICHARD HOGGETT

The conversion to Christianity of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of East Anglia left huge marks on the area, both 
metaphorical and literal. Drawing both on the surviving documentary sources, and on the eastern region’s 
rich archaeological record, this book presents the  first multi-disciplinary synthesis of the process. It begins 
with an analysis of the historical framework, followed by an examination of the archaeological evidence for 
the establishment of missionary stations within the region’s ruinous Roman forts and earthwork enclosures. 
The conversion can also be seen in the dramatic upheavals which occurred in the East Anglian landscape, 
including changes in the relationship between settlements and cemeteries, and the foundation of a number 
of different types of Christian cemetery. Ultimately, it shows that far from being the preserve of kings, 
the East Anglian conversion was widespread at a grassroots level, changing the nature of the Anglo-Saxon 
landscape forever.

Dr RICHARD HOGGETT is currently Coastal Heritage Officer with Norfolk County Council.

Health and Healing from the Medieval 
Garden
Edited by PETER DENDLE & ALAIN TOUWAIDE

Fresh examinations of the role of 
medicinal plants in medieval thought and 
practice and how they contributed to 
broader ideas concerning the body, religion 
and identity.

Contributors: ALAIN TOUWAIDE, LINDA 

EHRSAM VOIGTS, PETER DENDLE, 

TERENCE SCULLY, MARIA AMALIA 

D’ARONCO, PHILIP G. RUSCHE, MARIJANE 

OSBORN, PETER MURRAY JONES, GEORGE 

R. KEISER, EXPIRACION GARCIA SANCHEZ, 

DEIRDRE LARKIN

£50/$95, March 2008
978 1 84383 363 5
19 b/w illus.; 272pp, HB

Landscapes of Monastic Foundation
The Establishment of Religious Houses in East Anglia, 
c.650-1200

TIM PESTELL

A history of monastic foundations in East 
Anglia, from the middle Anglo-Saxon 
period to the Normans, which 
demonstrates how the more visible and 
better-evidenced post-Conquest monastic 
landscape was typically structured by its 
Anglo-Saxon past.  

Dr TIM PESTELL is Curator of 
Archaeology at Norwich Castle Museum.

This excellent book [is] a stimulating and 
enjoyable read. LANDSCAPE HISTORY

£55/$105, November 2004 
978 1 84383 062 7
11 b/w & 50 line illus.; 296pp, HB
Anglo-Saxon Studies

Boydell & Brewer’s landscape history list is growing fast. In addition to our dedicated Garden and Landscape History series, the list 
is bolstered by new publications from Anglo-Saxon Studies and the Regions and Regionalism in History series, as well as volumes 
from MANCASS (the Manchester Centre for Anglo-Saxon Studies).

£60/$99, March 2011
978 1 84383 603 2
5 b/w & 24 line illus.; 
256pp, HB

Publications of the Manchester 
Centre for Anglo-Saxon Studies

£60/$99, October 2010 
978 1 84383 582 0
18 b/w & 32 line illus.; 
248pp, HB

Publications of the Manchester 
Centre for Anglo-Saxon Studies

£50/$95, November 2010
978 1 84383 595 0
13 b/w & 35 line illus.; 
224pp, HB
Anglo-Saxon Studies
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Qty ISBN Title Author/Editor Pub. Date Price 

____ 978 0 86193 256 6 Allotment Movement in England, 1793-1873 (hardback) J. BURCHARDT 2002 £50 / $95

____ 978 1 84383 643 8 Allotment Movement in England, 1793-1873 (paperback) J. BURCHARDT 05/2011 £17.99 / $34.95

____ 978 1 84383 595 0 Archaeology of the East Anglian Conversion R. HOGGETT 11/2010 £50 / $95

____ 978 1 84383 417 5 Countryside of East Anglia S. W. MARTINS / T. WILLIAMSON 10/2008 £25 / $47.95

____ 978 1 84383 446 5 Designs Upon the Land O. H. CREIGHTON 03/2009 £40 / $80

____ 978 1 84383 264 5 English Countryside between the Wars P. BRASSLEY / J. BURCHARDT / L. THOMPSON 2006 £55 / $95

____ 978 1 84383 363 5 Health and Healing from the Medieval Garden P. DENDLE / A. TOUWAIDE 03/2008 £50 / $95

____ 978 1 84383 582 0 Landscape Archaeology of Anglo-Saxon England N. J. HIGHAM / M. J. RYAN 10/2010 £60 / $99

____ 978 1 84383 062 7 Landscapes of Monastic Foundation T. PESTELL 11/2004 £55 / $105

____ 978 1 84383 523 3 Lost Country Houses of Suffolk W. M. ROBERTS 01/2010 £29.95 / $55

____ 978 1 84383 541 7 Northern Landscapes T. FAULKNER / H. BERRY / J. GREGORY 05/2010 £65 / $125

____ 978 1 84383 603 2 Place-names, Language and the Anglo-Saxon Landscape N. J. HIGHAM / M. J. RYAN 03/2011 £60 / $99

____ 978 1 84383 524 0 Richard Woods (1715-1793) F. COWELL 02/2010 £50 / $95

____ 978 1 84383 565 3 Trees in Anglo-Saxon England D. HOOKE 10/2010 £50 / $95
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Trees in Anglo-Saxon England
Literature, Lore and Landscape

DELLA HOOKE

Trees played a particularly important part in the rural economy of Anglo-Saxon England, both for wood 
and timber and as a wood-pasture resource, with hunting gaining a growing cultural role. But they are also 
powerful icons in many pre-Christian religions, with a degree of tree symbolism found in Christian scripture 
too. This wide-ranging book explores both the real historical and archaeological evidence of trees and 
woodland, and as they are depicted in Anglo-Saxon literature and legend.

DELLA HOOKE is Honorary Fellow of the Institute for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences at the 
University of Birmingham.

Northern Landscapes
Representations and Realities of North-East England

Edited by THOMAS FAULKNER, HELEN BERRY 

& JEREMY GREGORY

Covering subjects including country house 
landscapes, village landscapes, ‘townscapes’, 
and how the region’s landscape has been 
perceived and represented in literature and 
art, this book vividly evokes the landscapes 
and the spirit of place of the North East, 
demonstrating that stereotypes of the 
region as grimly industrial and dominated 
by coal-mining are wrong.

Dr THOMAS FAULKNER is Visiting 
Fellow, School of Historical Studies, 
University of Newcastle; Dr HELEN 

BERRY is Reader in Early Modern History, School of Historical 
Studies, University of Newcastle; Dr JEREMY GREGORY is Senior 
Lecturer, Dept. Religions and Theology, University of Manchester. 

Contributors: S. M. COUSINS, A. W. PURDUE, S. A. CAUNCE, STEVEN 

DESMOND, JUDITH BETNEY, VERONICA GOULTY, FIONA GREEN, 

ADRIAN GREEN, WINIFRED STOKES, HILARY J. GRAINGER, MARTIN 

ROBERTS, GILLIAN COOKSON, THOMAS FAULKNER, LINDA POLLEY, 

HELEN BERRY, HUGH DIXON, JAN HEWITT, LAURA NEWTON.

£65/$125, May 2010 
978 1 84383 541 7
83 b/w illus.; 352pp, HB
Regions and Regionalism in History

The Countryside of East Anglia
Changing Landscapes, 1870-1950

SUSANNA WADE MARTINS & TOM WILLIAMSON

This book investigates how the landscape 
of East Anglia developed in the period of 
the so-called great depression, beginning in 
1870, and the phase of wartime 
intensification which succeeded it after 
1930. It considers how fields, farms and 
villages developed in this period of 
dramatic agricultural change; examines the 
fate of country houses, gardens, and landed 
estates; and looks in some detail at the 
character of habitat change – at the 
development of hedges, woods, wetlands 
and heaths. It also considers how new 

kinds of landscape, ranging from vast conifer plantations to holiday 
resorts, came into existence. The period of the ‘great depression’ was 
not simply one of stasis and decay. It was instead a time in which 
there were fundamental changes in the rural environment, changes 
which were not always beneficial to wildlife and biodiversity.

As a regional pioneering case study it provides a benchmark to which 
other historians might aspire. AGRICULTURAL HISTORY

£25/$47.95, October 2008
978 1 84383 417 5
6 colour, 21 b/w & 12 line illus.; 264pp, HB

The Allotment Movement in England, 
1793-1873
JEREMY BURCHARDT

The first systematic analysis of the early 
19th-century allotment movement, 
providing new data on its chronology and 
on the number, distribution, size and 
yields, showing how the movement 
brought the culture of the rural labouring 
poor into line with the values of 
respectable mid-Victorian England. It casts 
new light on central aspects of social and 
economic history, agriculture and rural 
society.

JEREMY BURCHARDT is lecturer in 
Rural History, University of Reading.

[Makes] a compelling case for locating allotments at the heart of the 
narrative of mid-nineteenth century social progress and stability. 
AGRICULTURAL HISTORY REVIEW

Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series

The English Countryside between the 
Wars
Regeneration or Decline?

Edited by PAUL BRASSLEY, JEREMY BURCHARDT 

& LYNNE THOMPSON

A revisionist look at the true state of rural 
England between the two world wars.

Contributors: ALUN HOWKINS, 
CAITLIN ADAMS, MARION SHAW, MARK 
RAWLINSON, MICK WALLIS, DAVID 
JEREMIAH, CHRISTOPHER BAILEY, JOHN 
SHEAIL, CLARE GRIFFITHS, NICHOLAS 
MANSFIELD, ROY BRIGDEN.

£55/$95, 2006
978 1 84383 264 5
16 b/w illus.; 280pp, HB

Lost Country Houses of Suffolk
W. M. ROBERTS

During the twentieth century some forty 
of Suffolk’s finest country houses vanished 
forever. This book offers an account of 
each one and includes an introductory 
section covering the economic and social 
circumstances that caused difficulties for 
the owners of country houses. It compares 
the loss in Suffolk with losses in England in 
general.

£29.95/$55, January 2010
978 1 84383 523 3
70 b/w illus.; 240pp, HB

£50/$95, October 2010
978 1 84383 565 3
6 b/w & 18 line illus.; 
328pp, HB
Anglo-Saxon Studies
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£50/$95, February 2010
978 1 84383 524 0
11 colour & 83 b/w illus.; 
312pp, HB

£40/$80, March 2009
978 1 84383 446 5
12 colour & 68 b/w illus.; 
264pp, HB

Richard Woods (1715-1793)
Master of the Pleasure Garden

FIONA COWELL

In this important work of detection and biography, Fiona Cowell analyses Richard Woods’ designs and 
explores his activities as a plantsman, a determined amateur architect and a farmer. She shows the difficulties 
he found as a Catholic living in penal times and places the man and his work in their wider social and 
economic context.

This is an important study, as it presents the demise of both the eighteenth-century Arcadian Garden and also 
Capability Brown’s ideal parkscapes. [A] ground-breaking study. LANDSCAPE HISTORY

An excellent study. [...] Cowell’s learned book is particularly informative about the nuts and bolts of landscape 
gardening in eighteenth-century England. TLS

[This] excellent book does justice to one who has for too long been considered a mere imitator of his pre-eminent 
rival. COUNTRY LIFE

Designs Upon the Land
OLIVER H. CREIGHTON

This book offers the first full-length survey of designed medieval landscapes, not just the settings for 
castles, but for palaces, manor houses and monastic institutions. Richly illustrated with plans, maps, and 
photographs of key sites showing what can still be seen today.

Dr OLIVER H. CREIGHTON is Senior Lecturer in Archaeology at the University of Exeter.  

Whether to those new to the subject, or to those well read in it, this study can be unreservedly recommended. [...] 
The writing is clear and mercifully free of linguistic and theoretical posturing. LANDSCAPE HISTORY

An admirable scholarly work with an easy command of a wide range of literature. The sites are represented by 
excellent plans and figures, complemented by a profusion of black and white as well as colour illustrations. The 
production values are of the highest standard. ENVIRONMENT & HISTORY

Creighton has written an impressive book that gives a general picture of a vivid and exciting field of research. This 
book should be on the bookshelf of anyone interested in castles, residences, gardens and medieval élite landscapes. 
EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY

Garden and Landscape History

This exciting series offers a forum for the study of all aspects of the subject. It will take a deliberately inclusive approach, aiming to 
cover both the ‘designed’ landscape and the working, ‘vernacular’ countryside; topics may embrace, but will not be limited to, the 
history of gardens and related subjects, biographies of major designers, in-depth studies of key sites, and regional surveys. 

Proposals or enquiries may be sent to our office or direct to the General Editor, Professor Tom Williamson, School of History, 
University of East Anglia, University Plain, Norwich NR4 7TJ.
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Also available Of related interest

To learn more about book and author, read Della Hook’s article about Trees in Anglo-Saxon England in 
our e-newsletter, the Medieval Herald – Issue IV, September 2010. 

Visit our Medieval Herald archive at: www.boydellandbrewer.com/medieval_herald_newsletter.asp

£50/$95, 2002
978 0 86193 256 6
1 b/w illus.; 304pp, HB

£17.99/$34.95, May 2011
978 1 84383 643 8
1 b/w illus.; 304pp, PB


