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new

Constructing the Past
Writing Irish History, 1600-1800

MARK WILLIAMS & STEPHEN PAUL FORREST

This collection addresses the relationship between Ireland, its past, and contemporary issues 
throughout the period 1600-1800, focusing upon the many ways in which the political, 
religious, and social concerns of the day impacted upon the writings of both Irish historians 
and historians of Ireland. History was re-evaluated in order to respond to anxieties over 
identity, nationhood and allegiance. Contributions analyse why particular narratives 
dominated historical discussion while others were strikingly neglected.

new

The Making of the Irish Protestant Ascendancy
The Life of William Conolly, 1662-1729

PATRICK WALSH

Outlines how William Connolly rose from a Catholic, relatively humble background, how he 
acquired very significant wealth, held many key political positions and patronised the architects 
who fashioned Georgian Dublin and Irish country houses. His life illustrates very well how the 
protestant ascendancy was consolidated, but also shows that the ascendancy was a complex 
phenomenon, that it was not a closed elite, and that it contained a strong strand of Irish 
patriotism, being much more than the instrument of British rule in Ireland.
PATRICK WALSH is a post-doctoral research fellow at University College, Dublin.

new

The Transformation of the Irish Church in the Twelfth 
Century

MARIE THERESE FLANAGAN

The twelfth century saw a wide-ranging transformation of the Irish church, a regional 
manifestation of a wider pan-European reform movement. This book, the first to offer a full 
account of this change, charts changes in the religious culture experienced by the laity as well 
as the clergy and takes account of the particular Irish experience within the wider European 
context.
Marie Therese Flanagan is Professor of Medieval History at the Queen’s University of 
Belfast.

The next volume in this series, Heroic Saga and Classical Epic in Medieval Ireland, by Brent 
Miles, is due in April 2011.
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£55.00, October 2010 
978 1 84383 573 8
208pp, HB
Irish Historical Monographs

£65.00, November 2010 
978 1 84383 584 4
8 b/w illus.; 232pp, HB
Irish Historical Monographs

November 2010, £60.00
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312pp, HB
Studies in Celtic History
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The Present and the Past in Medieval Irish 
Chronicles

NICHOLAS EVANS

Analyses the principal Irish chronicles, 
especially the ‘Annals of Ulster’, ‘Annals of 
Tigernach’, and the Chronicum Scotorum, 
identifying their inter-relationships, the main 
changes to the texts, and the centres where they 
were written in the tenth and eleventh 
centuries. The detailed study enables the 
author to argue that the chroniclers were in 
contact with each other, exchanging written 
notices of events, and that therefore the 
chronicle texts reflect the social connections of 

the Irish ecclesiastical and secular elites.
Dr NICHOLAS EVANS is an Honorary Research Fellow at the 
University of Glasgow.

£60.00, June 2010 
978 1 84383 5493 
312pp, HB
Studies in Celtic History

England and the 1641 Irish Rebellion
JOSEPH COPE

This book explores the consequences of 1641 
Irish Rebellion by focusing on local, national 
and regional contexts. In Ireland, the 
experiences of survivors reflected the 
complexities of life in multiethnic and 
religiously-diverse communities. In England, 
survivors were presented as victims of an 
international Catholic conspiracy, and English 
subjects had obligations to their countrymen 
and coreligionists. These obligations quickly 
expanded into calls for action against recusants 

and suspected popish agents in England.
JOSEPH COPE is Associate Professor at the State University of New 
York at Geneseo.

August 2009, £50.00
978 1 84383 468 7
208pp, HB
Studies in Early Modern Cultural, Political and Social History

British Spies and Irish Rebels
British Intelligence and Ireland, 1916-1945

PAUL McMAHON

One of the Irish Times’ Books of the Year, 
2008. 

The turbulent history of English/Irish 
intelligence reinterpreted, using documents 
now available for the first time. PAUL 
McMAHON gained his PhD from Cambridge 
University.

An exemplary study of the strengths and 
limitations of British intelligence on Ireland from 
the 1916 Rising to the end of the Second World 
War. Excellent.  DUBLIN REVIEW OF BOOKS

£30.00, June 2008
978 1 84383 376 5
37 b/w illus.; 528pp, HB
History of British Intelligence

The Fenian Ideal and Irish Nationalism, 
1882-1916
M. J. KELLY

Demonstrates that separatist thinking in 
Ireland was crucial even when the political 
focus was on home rule.
Dr MATTHEW KELLY is British Academy 
Research Fellow and Lecturer in Modern 
British History at Hertford College, University 
of Oxford.

An assured and subtle study of Irish separatism 
at the turn of the century. ROY FOSTER, TLS Books 

of the Year 2006

Makes a very significant contribution to our 
understanding of this vital period in Irish history and politics. 
ENGLISH HISTORICAL REVIEW

£19.99, February 2009
978 1 84383 445 8
296pp, PB
Irish Historical Monographs

Loyalism in Ireland, 1789-1829
ALLAN BLACKSTOCK

Military, political, cultural and religious 
dimensions of Irish loyalism are examined to 
show it as more complex than hitherto 
imagined.
ALLAN BLACKSTOCK is a reader at the 
Academy for Irish Cultural Heritages, School 
of History and International Affairs at the 
University of Ulster.

Greatly advanced in concept and method when 
compared to other works in the field. 
Blackstock has effectively redefined the subject. 
CATHOLIC HISTORICAL REVIEW

£50.00, June 2007
978 1 84383 302 4
312pp, HB
Irish Historical Monographs

The Conquest of the North Atlantic
G. J. MARCUS

The early voyages into the deep waters of the 
Atlantic rank among the greatest feats of 
exploration. In tiny, fragile vessels the Irish 
monks searched for desolate places in the 
ocean in which to pursue their vocation; their 
successors, the Vikings, with their superb ship-
building skills, created fast, sea-worthy craft 
which took them far out into the unknown, 
until they finally reached Greenland and 
America. G. J. Marcus looks at the history of 
these expeditions not only as a historian, but 

also as a practical sailor.

£10.99, June 2007 
978 1 84383 316 1
19 b/w illus.; 312pp, PB
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A Martyrology of Four Cities: 
Metz, Cologne, Dublin, Lund
Edited by PÁDRAIG O RIAIN

New and definitive edition of Irish martyrology 
reveals its European origins.
PADRAIG O RIAIN is Professor Emeritus of 
Early and Medieval Irish at University College 
Cork.

£35.00, September 2009 
978 1 87025 276 8
312pp, HB
Henry Bradshaw Society

Archaeology

Crossing Paths or Sharing Tracks?
Future directions in the archaeological study of 
post-1550 Britain and Ireland

Edited by AUDREY HORNING & MARILYN PALMER

Brings together over thirty of the leading 
scholars in Post Medieval archaeology and 
examines how this relatively new discipline has 
developed and where it is going.

Eclectic, yes, but also explanatory and exciting.   
BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY

£50.00, March 2009 
978 1 84383 434 2
80 b/w illus.; 440pp, HB
Society for Post Medieval Archaeology Monograph 
Series

Literature

Seamus Heaney and Medieval Poetry
CONOR McCARTHY

This is the first examination of the use made by 
Seamus Heaney of medieval poetry in his 
translations and adaptations, including the 
acclaimed Beowulf. 
CONOR McCARTHY gained his PhD from 
Trinity College Dublin.

Brilliantly erudite and refreshingly 
unpretentious. 
TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT

A remarkable survey of Heaney’s work and its 
debt to medieval poetry. [...] McCarthy has 

presented a compelling analysis of Heaney’s use of medieval poetry.   
THE MEDIEVAL REVIEW

£19.99, November 2009 
978 1 84384 206 4
208pp, PB

Writing Home
Poetry and Place in Northern Ireland, 1968-2008

ELMER KENNEDY-ANDREWS

The idea of place, and of being displaced, is a 
powerful leit-motif in Northern Irish poetry. It 
is here explored in depth, from the 1960s to the 
present day.
Professor ELMER KENNEDY-ANDREWS 
teaches in the Department of English at the 
University of Ulster.

An accessible, well-written, deeply researched 
volume. Highly recommended.  CHOICE

£50.00, July 2008
978 1 84384 175 3 
320pp, HB
English Association Studies

Celtic Curses
BERNARD MEES

Full analysis of ancient and medieval 
expressions of Celtic cursing, using evidence 
ranging from magical charms to curse tablets.

Enthusiastically recommended for any research 
library with a focus on Celtic history.   
MIDWEST BOOK REVIEW

£55.00, May 2009
978 1 84383 457 1
240pp, HB

Travel

The Companion Guide to Ireland
BRENDAN LEHANE

Highly acclaimed guide to Ireland and her 
cultural history, packed with insight and 
anecdotes.

He brings vast knowledge, a rare feeling for 
history and a very genuine love of Ireland to this 
book... a must.   CORK EXAMINER

2001, £16.99
978 1 90063 934 7
552pp, PB
Companion Guides
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